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A wide-ranging, readable account of the Theravada Buddhist thought and practice in the Southeast Asian
societies of Thailand, Myanmar (Burma), Laos, Cambodia, and Sri Lanka.

An unparalleled portrait, Donald K. Swearer’s Buddhist World of Southeast Asia has been a key source for
all those interested in the Theravada homelands since the work’s publication in 1995. Expanded and updated,
the second edition offers this wide ranging account for readers at the beginning of the twenty-first century.

Swearer shows Theravada Buddhism in Southeast Asia to be a dynamic, complex system of thought and
practice embedded in the cultures, societies, and histories of Thailand, Myanmar (Burma), Laos, Cambodia,
and Sri Lanka. The work focuses on three distinct yet interrelated aspects of this milieu. The first is the
popular tradition of life models personified in myths and legends, rites of passage, festival celebrations, and
ritual occasions. The second deals with Buddhism and the state, illustrating how King Asoka serves as the
paradigmatic Buddhist monarch, discussing the relationship of cosmology and kingship, and detailing the
rise of charismatic Buddhist political leaders in the postcolonial period. The third is the modern
transformation of Buddhism: the changing roles of monks and laity, modern reform movements, the role of
women, and Buddhism in the West.

Donald K. Swearer is Distinguished Visiting Professor of Buddhist Studies and Director of the Center for the
Study of World Religions at the Harvard Divinity School. He is the author or editor of several books,
including Becoming the Buddha: The Ritual of Image Consecration in Thailand.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Hackett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia: Second Edition
(SUNY Series in Religious Studies). Try to make book The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia: Second
Edition (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you
feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Frank Monroe:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Buddhist World of
Southeast Asia: Second Edition (SUNY Series in Religious Studies). All type of book could you see on
many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Brent Henderson:

The book untitled The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia: Second Edition (SUNY Series in Religious
Studies) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Sandra Earnhardt:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia:
Second Edition (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?
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