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"Painting, architecture, politics, even gardening and golf—all have their critics and commentators,"
observes Stephen Pyne. "Fire does not." Aside from news reports on fire disasters, most writing about fire
appears in government reports and scientific papers—and in journalism that has more in common with the
sports page than the editorial page.

Smokechasing presents commentaries by one of America's leading fire scholars, who analyzes fire the way
another might an election campaign or a literary work. "Smokechasing" is an American coinage describing
the practice of sending firefighters into the wild to track down the source of reported smoke. Now a self-
described "friendly fire critic" tracks down more of the history and lore of fire in a collection that focuses on
wildland fire and its management. Building on and complementing a previous anthology, World Fire, this
new collection features thirty-two original articles and substantial revisions of works that have previously
appeared in print. Pyne addresses many issues that have sparked public concern in the wake of disastrous
wildfires in the West, such as fire ecology, federal fire management, and questions relating to fire
suppression. He observes that the mistake in fire policy has been not that wildfires are suppressed but that
controlled fires are no longer ignited; yet the attempted forced reintroduction of fire through prescribed
burning has proved difficult, and sometimes damaging. There are, Pyne argues, many fire problems; some
have technical solutions, some not. But there is no evading humanity's unique power and responsibility: what
we don't do may be as ecologically powerful as what we do.

Throughout the collection, Pyne makes it clear that humans and fire interact at particular places and times to
profoundly shape the world, and that understanding the contexts in which fire occurs can tell us much about
the world's natural and cultural landscapes. Fire's context gives it its meaning, and Smokechasing not only
helps illuminate those contexts but also shows us how to devise new contexts for tomorrow's fires.
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From reader reviews:

John Lopez:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book has
a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Smokechasing will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in
which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Jeanne Pratt:

Beside this Smokechasing in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Smokechasing because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this
book and read it from at this point!

Lyla Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this
Smokechasing.

Ann Walsh:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Smokechasing to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the
book Smokechasing can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of the time.
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