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The New Yorker has called Donald Keene "America's preeminent scholar of Japanese literature." Now he
presents a new book that serves as both a superb introduction to modern Japanese fiction and a memoir of his
own lifelong love affair with Japanese literature and culture. Five Modern Japanese Novelistsprofiles five
prominent writers whom Donald Keene knew personally: Tanizaki Jun'ichiro, Kawabata Yasunari, Mishima
Yukio, Abe Ko¯bo¯, and Shiba Ryo¯taro¯. Keene masterfully blends vignettes describing his personal
encounters with these famous men with autobiographical observations and his trademark learned literary and
cultural analysis.

Keene opens with a confession: before arriving in Japan in 1953, despite having taught Japanese for several
years at Cambridge, he knew the name of only one living Japanese writer: Tanizaki. Keene's training in
classical Japanese literature and fluency in the language proved marvelous preparation, though, for the
journey of literary discovery that began with that first trip to Japan, as he came into contact, sometimes quite
fortuitously, with the genius of a generation. It is a journey that will fascinate experts and newcomers alike
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wilkerson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Five Modern
Japanese Novelists is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Carol McElroy:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Five Modern Japanese Novelists book is readable by means of you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
associated with Five Modern Japanese Novelists content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Five Modern Japanese Novelists is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Marco Roy:

The ability that you get from Five Modern Japanese Novelists is the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Five Modern Japanese Novelists giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this particular Five Modern Japanese Novelists instantly.

Virginia Laird:

This Five Modern Japanese Novelists is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information
for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal
it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Five Modern
Japanese Novelists in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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