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This important book looks at the entire history of distilling in the Middle East and Europe from the earliest
experiments by the Pythagorean alchemists of Ptolomaic Egypt in the fourth century BC to the commercial
production of spirits to drink in the British Isles to the year 2000. It is important because Ms Wilson has
explored byways of early history that have been little noticed by previous scholars. She links the art of
distilling to alchemical practice; to the Dionysian cults of ancient Greece and Rome; to the development of
the art by the Gnostic mystic Christian sects (who greatly influenced the Coptic church in lower Egypt and
Ethiopia); to the researches of the Persians and Arabs; to the preservation of the art by various heretic cults in
western Europe such as the Bogomils and Cathars and, of course, the Templars; then into more mainstream
development by the medieval and Renaissance alchemists; before comparative relaxation into the domestic
history of distilling in England for the manufacture of strong liquor and the making of medicinal and
perfumed waters by members of the landed gentry.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Barragan:

Here thing why that Water of Life are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Water of Life
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
book that similar with Water of Life. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Water of Life in e-book can be your option.

Robert Sanders:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Water of Life,
it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a guide.

Josie Garcia:

Water of Life can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Water of Life however doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Carole Arehart:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for you is Water of Life this publication consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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