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This book details how quantification can serve both as evidence and as an instrument of government,
whether when dealing with statistics on employment, occupational health and economic governance, or when
developing public management or target-driven policies. In the process, it presents a thought-provoking
homage to Alain Desrosières, who pioneered ways to study large numbers and the politics underlying them.

It opens with a summary of Desrosières's contributions to the field in which several generations of
researchers detail how this statistician and historian profoundly influenced them. This tribute, based on
personal testimonies, bears witness to the vitality of the school of thought and analytical framework
Desrosières initiated. Next, a collection of essays explores the statistical argument in the neoliberal era,
examining issues such as counting the homeless in Europe, measuring the performance of public services,
and quantifying the effects of public action on the unemployed in France.

The third part details the uses of quantification. It reveals that although statistics are frequently used to the
advantage of those in power, they can also play a vital role in challenging and resisting both the conventions
underlying the measurements as well as the measurements themselves.
Featuring the work of economists, historians, political scientists, sociologists, and statisticians, this title
provides readers with a thoughtful look at an influential figure in the history of statistics. It also shows how
statistics are used to direct public policy, the degree of conflict that is possible in their production, and the
disputes that can develop around their uses.
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From reader reviews:

Gonzalo Barnes:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Social
Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies (Logic,
Argumentation & Reasoning)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Tom Burkhardt:

This The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies
(Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That The Social
Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies (Logic,
Argumentation & Reasoning) without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large
Numbers to Target-Driven Policies (Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) can bring any time you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven
Policies (Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

June Whitaker:

This The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies
(Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The reason of this The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven
Policies (Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Social Sciences of Quantification: From
Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies (Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Patrick Pierce:

This The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies
(Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Social Sciences of Quantification: From
Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies (Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading
a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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