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Around the world, indigenous peoples use international law to make claims for heritage, territory, and
economic development. Karen Engle traces the history of these claims, considering the prevalence of
particular legal frameworks and their costs and benefits for indigenous groups. Her vivid account highlights
the dilemmas that accompany each legal strategy, as well as the persistent elusiveness of economic
development for indigenous peoples. Focusing primarily on the Americas, Engle describes how cultural
rights emerged over self-determination as the dominant framework for indigenous advocacy in the late
twentieth century, bringing unfortunate, if unintended, consequences.

Conceiving indigenous rights as cultural rights, Engle argues, has largely displaced or deferred many of the
economic and political issues that initially motivated much indigenous advocacy. She contends that by
asserting static, essentialized notions of indigenous culture, indigenous rights advocates have often made
concessions that threaten to exclude many claimants, force others into norms of cultural cohesion, and limit
indigenous economic, political, and territorial autonomy.

Engle explores one use of the right to culture outside the context of indigenous rights, through a discussion
of a 1993 Colombian law granting collective land title to certain Afro-descendant communities. Following
the aspirations for and disappointments in this law, Engle cautions advocates for marginalized communities
against learning the wrong lessons from the recent struggles of indigenous peoples at the international level.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Farnsworth:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Elusive Promise of Indigenous Development:
Rights, Culture, Strategy. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important any book The Elusive Promise of Indigenous Development: Rights, Culture,
Strategy. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as
well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Marilyn Vance:

The book The Elusive Promise of Indigenous Development: Rights, Culture, Strategy give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying a book The Elusive Promise of Indigenous Development: Rights, Culture, Strategy for being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide The Elusive Promise of
Indigenous Development: Rights, Culture, Strategy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Jacqueline Stalling:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Elusive Promise of Indigenous Development:
Rights, Culture, Strategy ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Elusive Promise of Indigenous
Development: Rights, Culture, Strategy is not only giving you much more new information but also to get
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with all the book The Elusive Promise of Indigenous Development: Rights, Culture,
Strategy. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Beverly Ingram:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Elusive
Promise of Indigenous Development: Rights, Culture, Strategy is our recommendation so you keep up with



the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.
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