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"An original contribution to a subject which is currently of much interest to the world at large, East or West,
and has an important bearing on the position of women in the societies in which veiling is practiced."--The
Middle East Journal

"Highly recommended. . . . It draws on and contributes to current feminist theorizing in Middle East
women's studies and in broader feminist academic circles."--International Journal of Middle East Studies

"A welcome contribution to Middle Eastern and women’s studies, providing an innovating approach and
research to a highly controversial issue in gender politics."--Digest of Middle East Studies

An insightful and provocative book. . . . [It] leads to a better understanding of the veil and a debunking of
current clichés.” —Farzaneh Milani, University of Virginia

Illustrated with photographs, drawings, and cartoons gathered from popular culture, this provocative book
demonstrates that the veil, the garment known in Islamic cultures as the hijab, holds within its folds a
semantic versatility that goes far beyond current clichés and homogenous representations.

Whether seen as erotic or romantic, a symbol of oppression or a sign of piety, modesty, or purity, the veil
carries thousands of years of religious, sexual, social, and political significance. Using examples from both
the East and West—including Persian poetry, American erotica, Iranian and Indian films, and government-
sanctioned posters—Faegheh Shirazi shows that the veil has become a ubiquitous symbol, utilized as a
profitable marketing tool for diverse enterprises, from Penthouse magazine to Saudi advertising companies.

She argues that perceptions of the veil change with the cultural context of its use as well as over time: in a
Hindi movie the veil draws in the male gaze, in an Iranian movie it denies it; photographs of veiled women
in Playboy aim to titillate a principally male audience, while cartoons of veiled women in the same magazine
mock and ridicule Muslim society. 

Shirazi concludes that the practice of veiling, encompassing an amazingly rich array of meanings, has often
become a screen upon which different people in different cultures project their dreams and nightmares. 

Faegheh Shirazi is associate professor of Middle Eastern languages and cultures in the Islamic Studies
Program at the University of Texas, Austin. She is the author of several book chapters and articles on issues
related to women in Islam in numerous publications, including Critique and Journal for Critical Studies of
the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Whitney:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern
Culture is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Martha Silva:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture provide you with a new experience in reading a
book.

Patricia French:

This The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Veil Unveiled:
The Hijab in Modern Culture can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better
life along with knowledge.

Virginia Gauvin:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Veil Unveiled: The Hijab in Modern Culture can make you sense more
interested to read.
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