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Becoming the Buddha is the first book-length study of a key ritual of Buddhist practice in Asia: the
consecration of a Buddha image or "new Buddha," a ceremony by which the Buddha becomes present or
alive. Through a richly detailed, accessible exploration of this ritual in northern Thailand, an exploration that
stands apart from standard text-based or anthropological approaches, Donald Swearer makes a major
contribution to our understanding of the Buddha image, its role in Buddhist devotional life, and its
relationship to the veneration of Buddha relics. Blending ethnography, analysis, and Buddhist texts related to
this mimetic reenactment of the night of the Buddha's enlightenment, he demonstrates that the image
becomes the Buddha's surrogate by being invested with the Buddha's story and charged with the
extraordinary power of Buddhahood. The process by which this transformation occurs through chant,
sermon, meditation, and the presence of charismatic monks is at the heart of this book.

Known as "opening the eyes of the Buddha," image consecration traditions throughout Buddhist Asia share
much in common. Within the cultural context of northern Thailand, Becoming the Buddha illuminates
scriptural accounts of the making of the first Buddha image; looks at debates over the ritual's historical
origin, at Buddhological insights achieved, and at the hermeneutics of absence and presence; and provides a
thematic comparison of several Buddhist traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Sims:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Becoming the Buddha: The Ritual of
Image Consecration in Thailand (Buddhisms: A Princeton University Press Series) book since this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Amanda Moberly:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Becoming the Buddha: The Ritual of Image
Consecration in Thailand (Buddhisms: A Princeton University Press Series) can be very good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Philip Kirkpatrick:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be Becoming the Buddha: The Ritual of Image Consecration in Thailand (Buddhisms: A Princeton
University Press Series).

Truman Gallagher:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually
Becoming the Buddha: The Ritual of Image Consecration in Thailand (Buddhisms: A Princeton University



Press Series).
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