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Tension, struggle, conflict consume every dimension of existence. They fill the blank spaces between nature
and human, tradition and modernity, improper and proper, real and surreal with the ghosts of their actions.
These tense, blank spaces are the realm of these poems, pitting the timeless qualities of mountains,
wilderness lakes, tradition, and surreal visions against the harsh realities of poverty, global competition,
expedient development, bigotry, and high def. In this poetic space, time is a spiral, not an arrow. Change
occurs, but with a gracefulness that modern societies find cumbersome. Faster is not always better. The title
of this collection, “And The Rough Places”, is from Isaiah 40:4, echoing the “voice in the wilderness” that
tells us struggle will change everything and what is now unclear will become clear. The implications of
change are not well understood and may have far reaching and unintended, nonlinear consequences. The
farmer in the high Andean plateau tends his terrace with a pre-Columbian plow, pulled by a bull whose
ancestors arrived with the Conquistadores, talks to his relatives in the US on his cell phone, living in at least
two millennia simultaneously. Or the young shepherd in northern Kenya who guards his goats with bow and
arrow against hyena and leopards, while keeping in touch with his village via cell phone. Better
communications, better health, better diet, better education, and prosperity are all laudable goals, but they
come with costs and implications that we don’t yet fully understand. The young couple, one in Beijing, the
other in Houston, repulsed by the ugliness, greed, and pollution around them, have a virtual love affair in
Second Life, a world of their creation where all is beautiful and peaceful. Environment and culture change is
everywhere and growing. I welcome modern life with its convenience but lament the bleeding of trees and
scars on the faces of mountains. I despair the loss of languages and ancient customs that help heal the soul.
In my career as a demographer, making forecasts of populations, I have necessarily lived simultaneously in
the past, present and future. The image in my brain of what the future will look like, always so clear in the
past, grows murky with increasing uncertainty. In work, I lived in the 21st Century while dreaming of days I
spent hiking the wilderness with Walt Whitman in the 19th. I hear the buzz of the chain saw while working
on my computer, but in my mind wolf and owl speak to me. Poems and images in this collection reflect the
internal and external conflicts of these tensions and the ghosts they spawn.
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From reader reviews:

David Hester:

In other case, little people like to read book And The Rough Places. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book And The Rough Places. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Robert Burke:

The book And The Rough Places can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book And The Rough Places? Some of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book And The Rough Places has simple shape but
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Stephen Ross:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this And The Rough Places to read.

Chrissy Stallings:

The reserve untitled And The Rough Places is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write
the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of And The Rough Places from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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