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Among the top ten oil exporters in the world and a founding member of OPEC, Venezuela currently supplies
11 percent of U.S. crude oil imports. But when the country elected the fiery populist politician Hugo Chavez
in 1998, tensions rose with this key trading partner and relations have been strained ever since.

In this concise, accessible addition to Oxford's What Everyone Needs to Know® series, Miguel Tinker Salas
-- a native of Venezuela who has written extensively about the country -- takes a broadly chronological
approach that focuses especially on oil and its effects on Venezuela's politics, economy, culture, and
international relations. After an introductory section that discusses the legacy of Spanish colonialism, Tinker
Salas explores the "The Era of the Gusher," a period which began with the discovery of oil in the early
twentieth century, encompassed the mid-century development and nationalization of the industry, and ended
with a change of government in 1989 in response to widespread protests. The third section provides a
detailed discussion of Hugo Chavez-his rise to power, his domestic political and economic policies, and his
high-profile forays into international relations-as well as surveying the current landscape of Venezuela in the
wake of Chavez's death in March 2013. Arranged in a question-and-answer format that allows readers to
search topics of particular interest, the book covers questions such as, who is Simón Bolívar and why is he
called the George Washington of Latin America? How did the discovery of oil change Venezuela's
relationship to the U.S.? What forces where behind the coups of 1992? And how does Venezuela interact
with China, Russia, and Iran?

Informative, engaging, and written by a leading expert on the country, Venezuela: What Everyone Needs to
Know® offers an authoritative guide to an increasingly important player on the world stage.

What Everyone Needs to Know® is a registered trademark of Oxford University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Venezuela: What Everyone
Needs to Know® that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Venezuela: What Everyone Needs to Know® become your own personal starter.

James Cansler:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Venezuela: What Everyone Needs to
Know® is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Virginia Hughes:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Venezuela: What Everyone Needs to
Know® which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Lisa Williams:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Venezuela: What Everyone Needs to Know® can be
the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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