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For the first time in paperback, an acclaimed look at the American South through the lenses of its
most acclaimed storytellers and their tales.

Rarely does a nonfiction work come along that is as original and refreshing as Sitting Up with the Dead.
Here, take a ride with Pamela Petro as she embarks on a series of road trips through the states of the Old
South to collect its stories and meet its tellers of traditional tales. Some of them are local celebrities, others
national treasures. Among them are Ray Hicks, a National Heritage Fellow; Kathryn Windham, the “ghost
lady”; Nancy Basket, a kudzu paper-maker; Colonel Rod, self-proclaimed “Florida cracker”; and Grammy
Award-winner David Holt. You encounter plat-eyes and boo-hags, Jack the trickster and Brer Rabbit, mule
eggs, singing turtles, talking corpses, and flying Africans from the sea islands of South Carolina.

Stories provide the connective tissue of the South, linking the past with the present. They join communities
as widespread as the coastal plains of the Carolinas and Georgia, the swamps of the Gulf Coast, and the
mountains and valleys of Appalachia. As distinctly American as jazz, they blend cultures and oral traditions
as diverse as those of southern England, Ireland, West Africa, and native America. They contain bits of lived
history, both from before the Civil War and after. In Sitting Up with the Dead, Pamela Petro offers a
paradoxical wake for the undying body of the Old South, to hear its truths and contemplate its robust afterlife
in the tallest, “lyingest,” most fruitful, and most haunting of its tales.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Sitting Up with the Dead:
A Storied Journey through the American South will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Walter Johnson:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Sitting Up with the Dead:
A Storied Journey through the American South book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Willie Alford:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sitting Up with the Dead: A Storied Journey
through the American South can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Malcolm Thurmond:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Sitting Up with the Dead: A Storied Journey through the
American South can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Sitting Up with the Dead: A
Storied Journey through the American South.
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