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In the past, an excavated musket ball might simply have been catalogued as either a “spherical lead bullet” or
an “impacted bullet.” But each recovered ball, far from being a mere lump of lead, is a part of history and
has a story to tell. With the help of new equipment and research techniques, and an increase in the number of
discoveries, these narratives can finally contribute exacting detail to the historical record. Battlefield
archaeologist Daniel M. Sivilich provides readers with the tools and techniques to unlock the stories of small
shot in this book, the first definitive guide to identifying musket balls, from the oldest formed to those fired
in the early nineteenth century.

Musket Ball and Small Shot Identification: A Guide traces the history of musket balls and small shot, and
explores their uses as lethal projectiles and in nonlethal alterations. Sivilich asks—and answers—a variety of
questions to demonstrate how a musket ball found in a military context can help to interpret the site: Was it
fired? What did it hit? What type of gun is it associated with? Has it been chewed, and if so, by whom or
what? Was it hammered into gaming pieces?

By equipping historians and archaeologists with the information necessary for answering these questions,
Sivilich’s accessible work opens new views into firing lines, casualty areas, and military camps. It dispels
long-held misperceptions about lead shot having been bitten by humans, offers examples of shot altered to
improve lethality, and discusses balls made of materials other than lead, such as pewter.

Coupling detailed analysis with more than 300 color and black-and-white illustrations for comparison and
identification, this guide will prove indispensable to historians, battlefield archeologists, and collectors. It is
a critical resource for understanding the full story of firepower.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Marshall:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Musket Ball and Small Shot
Identification: A Guide will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

Mac Cutter:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Musket Ball and Small Shot Identification: A
Guide seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Musket Ball and Small Shot Identification:
A Guide is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the
book Musket Ball and Small Shot Identification: A Guide. You never sense lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Dominick Tran:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Musket Ball and Small Shot Identification: A Guide book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of Musket Ball and Small Shot Identification: A Guide content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Musket Ball and Small Shot Identification: A Guide
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Joseph Langley:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
called of book Musket Ball and Small Shot Identification: A Guide. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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