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Many histories of Illinois begin at statehood, a little more than 150 years ago, when Americans -- mostly of
British descent -- settled the area. These histories often ignore or only briefly touch upon the 150 years
before that when time, when the Illinois Country was explored and settled by the French. In commemoration
of the 300th year of European settlement at Peoria, Judith Franke's book: French Peoria and the Illinois
Country, 1673 - 1846, is concerned with the little-known first half of its history. Peoria was first the
southernmost part of New France, then the northernmost part of the French Colony of Louisiana, and finally
the westernmost part of the of the newly formed United States. It is interesting, therefore, that in the
perception of many Americans today, Peoria is the quintessential middle American town. French interests
were dominant at Peoria for well over a hundred years, from the time the first French explorers came up the
Illinois River in 1673 until the first "American" settlers began to move into the area in about 1815. A small
French presence persisted for a time on the east bank of the river, but was gone by about 1846. Today, only
faint echoes of French Peoria survive in the street plan of downtown Peoria, and in the name of an occasional
street, school, or hotel meeting room: "Joliet," "Marquette," "LaSalle." Since this period of Illinois history
had been almost totally ignored, Franke proposed in 1989 to the Dickson Mounds Museum staff to produce
an exhibit on the French and the historic Indians of Illinois in conjunction with the Peoria Tricentennial
celebration which was to begin in 1991. Her book grew out of the research for this exhibit.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Ouellette:

This French Peoria and the Illinois Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum Popular Science Series, Vol.
12) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this
French Peoria and the Illinois Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum Popular Science Series, Vol. 12)
can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
an individual with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside
that this French Peoria and the Illinois Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum Popular Science Series,
Vol. 12) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Hector Duggan:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer can be French Peoria and the Illinois Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum Popular
Science Series, Vol. 12) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Justin Belz:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and soon. The French Peoria and the Illinois Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum
Popular Science Series, Vol. 12) will give you new experience in studying a book.

Helen McClain:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This French Peoria and the Illinois
Country: 1673-1846 (Illinois State Museum Popular Science Series, Vol. 12) is simple to create you can read
it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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