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Biocultural or biosocial anthropology is a research approach that views biology and culture as dialectically
and inextricably intertwined, explicitly emphasizing the dynamic interaction between humans and their
larger social, cultural, and physical environments. The biocultural approach emerged in anthropology in the
1960s, matured in the 1980s, and is now one of the dominant paradigms in anthropology, particularly within
biological anthropology. This volume gathers contributions from the top scholars in biocultural anthropology
focusing on six of the most influential, productive, and important areas of research within biocultural
anthropology. These are: critical and synthetic approaches within biocultural anthropology; biocultural
approaches to identity, including race  and racism; health, diet, and nutrition; infectious disease from
antiquity to the modern era; epidemiologic transitions and population dynamics; and inequality and violence
studies. Focusing on these six major areas of burgeoning research within biocultural anthropology makes the
proposed volume timely, widely applicable and useful to scholars engaging in biocultural research and
students interested in the biocultural approach, and synthetic in its coverage of contemporary scholarship in
biocultural anthropology. Students will be able to grasp the history of the biocultural approach, and how that
history continues to impact scholarship, as well as the scope of current research within the approach, and the
foci of biocultural research into the future. Importantly, contributions in the text follow a consistent format of
a discussion of method and theory relative to a particular aspect of the above six topics, followed by a case
study applying the surveyed method and theory. This structure will engage students by providing real world
examples of anthropological issues, and demonstrating how biocultural method and theory can be used to
elucidate and resolve them.

Key features include:

Contributions which span the breadth of approaches and topics within biological anthropology from the●

insights granted through work with ancient human remains to those granted through collaborative research
with contemporary peoples.
Comprehensive treatment of diverse topics within biocultural anthropology, from human variation and●

adaptability to recent disease pandemics, the embodied effects of race and racism, industrialization and the
rise of allergy and autoimmune diseases, and the sociopolitics of slavery and torture.
Contributions and sections united by thematically cohesive threads.●

Clear, jargon-free language in a text that is designed to be pedagogically flexible: contributions are written●

to be both understandable and engaging to both undergraduate and graduate students.
Provision of synthetic theory, method and data in each contribution.●

The use of richly contextualized case studies driven by empirical data.●

Through case-study driven contributions, each chapter demonstrates how biocultural approaches can be●

used to better understand and resolve real-world problems and anthropological issues.
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A book New Directions in Biocultural Anthropology will make you
to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Steven Connell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular New Directions in
Biocultural Anthropology book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Ann Craft:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book New Directions in Biocultural Anthropology it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Kenneth Connolly:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this New Directions in Biocultural Anthropology can make you sense more interested to read.
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