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Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951) was by any reckoning one of the major modern philosophers. Raised as a
Catholic in late-19th century Vienna, he later gave up practicing his religion; yet, as journal notes and many
anecdotes attest, he remained deeply if ambivalently interested in religion throughout his life. Students of the
philosophy of religion are familiar with his lectures on religious belief. For the rest, however, in the vast
collection of commentary and criticism that has accumulated over the years, little attention has been paid to
his religious interests.

In consideration of how far Wittgenstein's Catholic background may have influenced his philosophical
reflections on the soul, preeminent author Fergus Kerr explores aspects of Wittgenstein's personal and
professional life. Kerr examines many of Wittgenstein's writings and lectures, including his last set of
lectures in the mid-1940s at the University of Cambridge on philosophical psychology.

Beginning with a largely biographical study of Wittgenstein, Kerr argues that Wittgenstein's philosophy was
partly prompted by his strong reaction against what he regarded as an excessively rationalistic type of
Catholic apologetics that he was taught in his early school years. His serious interest as a student at
Cambridge in experimental psychology and in the works of Freud is documented.

In the second half of the book, Kerr expounds Wittgenstein's famous "Private Language Argument"?his
mockery of the idea that one could have thoughts that are in principle incommunicable. He then discusses
three philosophers, John Wisdom, Stanley Cavell, and Richard Eldrige, who have developed Wittgenstein's
ideas on self-understanding in ways that should interest students with a desire to rethink psychology in the
context of an integrally humanist anthropology of the human person.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Fergus Kerr, O.P., is an honorary senior lecturer in theology and religious studies at the University of
Edinburgh and past head of Blackfriars Hall, University of Oxford. He is the editor of New Blackfriars and
the renowned author of numerous works, including Theology after Wittgenstein, After Aquinas: Versions of
Thomism, and most recently Twentieth-Century Catholic Theologians: From Neoscholasticism to Nuptial
Mysticism.



PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"[A] fresh and fascinating, impressively lucid study of Wittgenstein's later philosophy, and of his attitude to
religion." ? Nicholas Lash, Modern Theology
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From reader reviews:

Carlo Young:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this "Work on Oneself": Wittgenstein's
Philosophical Psychology (Institute for the Psychological Sciences Monograph) book because this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Bernice Fugate:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be "Work on Oneself": Wittgenstein's Philosophical Psychology (Institute for the
Psychological Sciences Monograph) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ward Bishop:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. "Work on Oneself": Wittgenstein's Philosophical Psychology (Institute for the
Psychological Sciences Monograph) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short
spare time problems.

Peter Cox:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and "Work on Oneself": Wittgenstein's Philosophical
Psychology (Institute for the Psychological Sciences Monograph) as well as others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes "Work on
Oneself": Wittgenstein's Philosophical Psychology (Institute for the Psychological Sciences Monograph) to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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