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Shadow on the Mountain recounts the adventures of a 14-year-old Norwegian boy named Espen during
World War II. After Nazi Germany invades and occupies Norway, Espen and his friends are swept up in the
Norwegian resistance movement. Espen gets his start by delivering illegal newspapers, then graduates to the
role of courier and finally becomes a spy, dodging the Gestapo along the way. During five years under the
Nazi regime, he gains—and loses—friends, falls in love, and makes one small mistake that threatens to catch
up with him as he sets out to escape on skis over the mountains to Sweden.
Preus incorporates archival photographs, maps, and other images to tell this story based on the real-life
adventures of Norwegian Erling Storrusten, whom Preus interviewed in Norway.

Praise for Shadow on the Mountain
STARRED REVIEWS
"Newbery Honor winner Preus infuses the story with the good-natured humor of a largely unified, peace-
loving people trying to keep their sanity in a world gone awry. Based on a true story, the narrative is woven
with lively enough daily historical detail to inspire older middle-grade readers to want to learn more about
the Resistance movement and imitate Espen’s adventures."
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

"This engrossing offering sheds light on the Norwegians’ courage during World War II. Preus masterfully
weds a story of friendship with the complications faced by 14-year-old Espen and his friends as Nazi
restrictions and atrocities become part of their everyday lives...This is at once a spy thriller, a coming-of-age
story, and a chronicle of escalating bravery. Multidimensional characters fill this gripping tale that keeps
readers riveted to the end."
—School Library Journal, starred review

"A closely researched historical novel... relates this wartime tale with intelligence and humor...Ms. Preus
deftly uses together historical fact (Espen is based on a real-life spy) and elements of Norwegian culture to
conjure a time and place not so terribly long ago."
—The Wall Street Journal

"Margi Preus, who won a Newbery honor for Heart of a Samurai, returns with another riveting work of
historical fiction... This fine novel, which includes an author’s note, a timeline, a bibliography and even a
recipe for invisible ink, is based on extensive research... The result is an authentic coming-of-age story,
perfect for readers fascinated by the diary of Anne Frank or Lois Lowry’s classic, Number the Stars."
—BookPage

"The final chapters, which chronicle Espen’s dramatic escape to Sweden—days and nights of mountain
skiing, Nazis in hot pursuit—take the book into adventure-thriller territory without losing the humanity that
characterizes Preus’s account."
—The Horn Book Magazine

"Preus makes crystal clear the life imperiling risks that Espen undertakes and the danger to his family."
—The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books



"As readers understand the risks that Espen took, they will want to learn more about this period. That Espen
escaped to Sweden by traveling at night on skis with five different guides should intrigue them.”
—Library Media Connection

Awards
VOYA Top Shelf for Middle School Readers 2012 list
2013 Notable Books for a Global Society
Dorothy Canfield Fisher Book Award
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Shadow on the Mountain is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tony Sanford:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Shadow on the
Mountain suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled
Shadow on the Mountainis one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

April Brooks:

This Shadow on the Mountain is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Shadow on the Mountain can be the
light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books
produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

David Auman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Shadow on the Mountain or perhaps others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Shadow on the Mountain to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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