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Winner of the 2004 Pulitzer Prize in Biography and the 2004 National Book Critics Circle Award for
Biography. The definitive biography of the mercurial Soviet leader who succeeded and denounced
Stalin. "The book is a gift, as fascinating as it is important."?Robert Legvold, Foreign Affairs

Remembered by many as the Soviet leader who banged his shoe at the United Nations, Nikita Khrushchev
was in fact one of the most complex and important political figures of the twentieth century. Complicit in
terrible Stalinist crimes, he managed to retain his humanity. His daring attempt to reform Communism?by
denouncing Stalin and releasing and rehabilitating millions of his victims?prepared the ground for its
eventual collapse. His awkward efforts to ease the Cold War triggered its most dangerous crises in Berlin
and Cuba. The ruler of the Soviet Union during the first decade after Stalin's death, Khrushchev left his
contradictory stamp on his country and the world. More than that, his life and career hold up a mirror to the
Soviet age as a whole: revolution, civil war, famine, collectivization, industrialization, terror, world war, cold
war, Stalinism, post-Stalinism. The first full and comprehensive biography of Khrushchev, and the first of
any Soviet leader to reflect the full range of sources that have become available since the USSR collapsed,
this book weaves together Khrushchev's personal triumphs and tragedy with those of his country. It draws on
newly opened archives in Russia and Ukraine, the author's visits to places where Khrushchev lived and work,
plus extensive interviews with Khrushchev family members, friends, colleagues, subordinates, and diplomats
who jousted with him. William Taubman chronicles Khrushchev's life from his humble beginnings in a poor
peasant village to his improbable rise into Stalin's inner circle; his stunning, unexpected victory in the deadly
duel to succeed Stalin; and the startling reversals of fortune that led to his sudden, ignominious ouster in
1964. Combining a page-turning historical narrative with penetrating political and psychological analysis,
this account brims with the life and excitement of a man whose story personifies his era.

"A brilliant, stunning, magnificent book. One of the most important figures of the twentieth century, who had
a lot to do with setting the stage for the twenty-first, Khrushchev finally has the biography he deserves?deep
and detailed yet fast-paced, scholarly yet not stuffy, historical yet intensely human. Taubman brings
Khrushchev alive in all his complexity, capturing both the humanity that somehow survived in him and
became the bedrock for his political decency, and the cynicism that made him part of the brutality of the
Soviet system. The book has the sweep of a Big Book about a Big Figure, yet its style is no-frills, no-
nonsense, straight-from-the-shoulder, with judgments proferred judiciously. Taubman does a superb job of
portraying the rogue's gallery of Soviet leaders while providing a colorful canvas of the country and its
history. Having spent several years of my own life in Khrushchev's shadow, I couldn't be more admiring of
what Taubman has accomplished." ?Strobe Talbott, former U.S. deputy secretary of state, editor and
translator of Khrushchev's memoirs "Monumental, definitive, rich in detail. Taubman pulls aside the curtain
and shows us both a fascinating man and new facts about Soviet decision making during the most dangerous
days of the Cold War. A highly readable, compelling story." ?Anthony Lake, former U.S. national security
adviser "The definitive account of Khrushchev's career and personality, this is also a wonderful page-turner
about the deadly duel for power in the Kremlin. Altogether it is one of the best books ever written about the
Soviet Union." ?Constantine Pleshakov, co-author, Inside the Kremlin's Cold War "Few books in the field of
Cold War history have been as eagerly awaited as William Taubman's biography of Nikita Khrushchev.
Reflecting years of research as well as a keen sensitivity to culture, context, and personality, this
extraordinary book more than matches the extraordinary character of its subject. It is a superb portrayal of



one of the most attractive?but also dangerous?leaders of the twentieth century." ?John Lewis Gaddis,
professor of history, Yale University "A portrait unlikely to be surpassed any time soon in either richness or
complexity. This volume, with its brisk, enjoyable narrative, succeeds in every sense: sweep, depth,
liveliness, color, tempo. Each chapter shines with mastery and authority."?Leon Aron, The New York Times
Book Review "Masterful and monumental...one should salute its author for a wonderful
achievement....Starting with a juicy subject...Taubman has drawn on a huge body of material, much of it
from newly available Soviet sources....He spent nearly twenty years on the book. The result is fun to read,
full of insight and more than a little terrifying."?Robert G. Kaiser, Washington Post "Thanks to Taubman,
one of the most important figures of the 20th century finally has the biography he deserves....In
reconstructing a single paradoxical life, he helps us understand better the complexity of the human
condition."?Strobe Talbott, Los Angeles Times Book Review Illustrations, maps, photographs
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

Here thing why this Khrushchev: The Man and His Era are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or
not. Khrushchev: The Man and His Era giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Khrushchev: The Man and His Era. It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Khrushchev: The Man and His Era in e-book can be your substitute.

Tonya Sewell:

The event that you get from Khrushchev: The Man and His Era is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to know but Khrushchev: The Man and His Era giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having this particular Khrushchev: The Man and His Era instantly.

Alice Myers:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Khrushchev: The Man and His Era your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just
before. The Khrushchev: The Man and His Era giving you one more experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Michael Hollinger:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Khrushchev: The Man and His Era can make you feel more



interested to read.
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