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In this important new book, Ray Pawson examines the recent spread of evidence-based policy making across
the Western world. Few major public initiatives are mounted these days in the absence of a sustained attempt
to evaluate them. Programmes are tried, tried and tried again and researched, researched and researched
again. And yet it is often difficult to know which interventions, and which inquiries, will withstand the test of
time. The evident solution, going by the name of evidence-based policy, is to take the longer view. Rather
than relying on one-off studies, it is wiser to look to the 'weight of evidence'. Accordingly, it is now widely
agreed the most useful data to support policy decisions will be culled from systematic reviews of all the
existing research in particular policy domains.

This is the consensual starting point for Ray Pawson's latest foray into the world of evaluative research. But
this is social science after all and harmony prevails only in the first chapter. Thereafter, Pawson presents a
devastating critique of the dominant approach to systematic review - namely the 'meta-analytic' approach as
sponsored by the Cochrane and Campbell collaborations. In its place is commended an approach that he
terms 'realist synthesis'. On this vision, the real purpose of systematic review is better to understand
programme theory, so that policies can be properly targeted and developed to counter an ever-changing
landscape of social problems.

The book will be essential reading for all those who loved (or loathed) the arguments developed in Realistic
Evaluation (Sage, 1997). It offers a complete blueprint for research synthesis, supported by detailed
illustrations and worked examples from across the policy waterfront. It will be of especial interest to policy-
makers, practitioners, researchers and students working in health, education, employment, social care,
criminal justice, regeneration and welfare.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Perkins:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Evidence-Based
Policy: A Realist Perspective suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Evidence-Based Policy: A Realist Perspectiveis the one of several books this
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
on this book.

James Donofrio:

Typically the book Evidence-Based Policy: A Realist Perspective will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Evidence-Based Policy: A Realist Perspective
is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Mildred Vang:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Evidence-Based Policy: A Realist Perspective was filled about
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Sandra Brown:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Evidence-Based Policy: A Realist Perspective or even
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book
likes Evidence-Based Policy: A Realist Perspective to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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