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Symbolism is the most powerful and ancient means of communication available to humankind. For centuries
people have expressed their preoccupations and concerns through symbolism in the form of myths, stories,
religions, and dreams. The meaning of symbols has long been debated among philosophers, antiquarians,
theologians, and, more recently, anthropologists and psychologists. In Ariadne's Clue, distinguished analyst
and psychiatrist Anthony Stevens explores the nature of symbols and explains how and why we create the
symbols we do.

The book is divided into two parts: an interpretive section that concerns symbols in general and a
"dictionary" that lists hundreds of symbols and explains their origins, their resemblances to other symbols,
and the belief systems behind them. In the first section, Stevens takes the ideas of C. G. Jung a stage further,
asserting not only that we possess an innate symbol-forming propensity that exists as a creative and integral
part of our psychic make-up, but also that the human mind evolved this capacity as a result of selection
pressures encountered by our species in the course of its evolutionary history. Stevens argues that symbol
formation has an adaptive function: it promotes our grasp on reality and in dreams often corrects deficient
modes of psychological functioning. In the second section, Stevens examines symbols under four headings:
"The Physical Environment," "Culture and Psyche," "People, Animals, and Plants," and "The Body." Many
of the symbols are illustrated in the book's rich variety of woodcuts. From the ancient symbol of the serpent
to the archetypal masculine and feminine, from the earth to the stars, from the primordial landscape of the
savannah to the mysterious depths of the sea, Stevens traces a host of common symbols back through time to
reveal their psychodynamic functioning and looks at their deep-rooted effects on the lives of modern men,
women, and children.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be Ariadne's Clue: A Guide to the Symbols of Humankind.

Evita Young:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Ariadne's Clue: A Guide to the Symbols of Humankind, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Jonathan Smith:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is Ariadne's Clue: A Guide to the Symbols of Humankind this publication consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Katie Duffy:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Ariadne's Clue: A Guide to the Symbols of Humankind can make
you experience more interested to read.
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