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A new translation of Pierre Bayle's first great work, which undermines the influence of "superstition" in
political life and laid the groundwork for the separation of church and state.

"I tremble when I recall the terrible appearance [the comet] had on Saturday evening in the clear sky, when it
was observed by everybody with inexpressible astonishment. It seemed as though the heavens were burning,
or as if the very air was on fire[F]rom this little star stretched out such a wonderfully long tail that even an
intellectual man was overcome with trembling; one's hair stood on end as this uncommon, terrible, and
indescribable tail came into view...O wonderful almighty God! The heavens show thy might and the earth
thy handiwork!" -- Eyewitness account of a comet which appeared over Europe on December 24, 1680

The appearance of this comet caused so many panicked inquiries to be made of Pierre Bayle, one of the
Enlightenment's greatest thinkers, that he decided to formally respond to them, hence the present work,
which first appeared in 1682. The book's principle task was to undermine the influence of "superstition" in
political life, and it was here that Bayle made the notorious suggestion, unique in the history of political
thought until then, that a decent society of atheists is possible in principle. There is no other English
translation of this book in print--the only other version was printed in 1708. This translation is based on a
recently revised critical edition of the complete French text and includes a substantial interpretive essay that
both elucidates the arguments of the work and indicates the importance of Bayle in the history of the modern
Enlightenment.

"All students of political philosophy will be in Bartlett's debt when this is published. Because of Bayle's
argument, supporters of religion today have great difficulty in assuming that religion is the only way to
morality. Everybody in the field has heard of Bayle, and most are vaguely aware of the significance of his
argument, but few have read him; and Bartlett now makes this easy." -- Harvey C. Mansfield, Harvard
University
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From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Various Thoughts on the
Occasion of a Comet book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Mark Sawyers:

This Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet can be
one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Kathy Woodward:

Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a Comet can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Various Thoughts on the Occasion of
a Comet but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Tracy Laflamme:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Various Thoughts on the Occasion of a
Comet can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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