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Many Western visitors to Japan have been struck by the numerous cemeteries for aborted fetuses, which are
characterized by throngs of images of the Bodhisattva Jizo, usually dressed in red baby aprons or other baby
garments, and each dedicated to an individual fetus. Abortion is common in Japan and as a consequence one
of the frequently performed rituals in Japanese Buddhism is mizuko-kuyo, a ceremony for aborted and
miscarried fetuses. Over the past forty years, mizuko-kuyo has gradually come to America, where it has been
appropriated by non-Buddhists as well as Buddhist practitioners.

In this book, Jeff Wilson examines how and why Americans of different backgrounds have brought
knowledge and performance of this Japanese ceremony to the United States. Drawing on his own extensive
fieldwork in Japan and the U.S., as well as the literature in both Japanese and English, Wilson shows that the
meaning and purpose of the ritual have changed greatly in the American context. In Japan, mizuko-kuyo is
performed to placate the potentially dangerous spirit of the angry fetus. In America, however, it has come to
be seen as a way for the mother to mourn and receive solace for her loss. Many American women who learn
about mizuko-kuyo are struck by the lack of such a ceremony and see it as filling a very important need.
Ceremonies are now performed even for losses that took place many years ago. Wilson's well-written study
not only contributes to the growing literature on American Buddhism, but sheds light on a range of
significant issues in Buddhist studies, interreligious contact, women's studies, and even bioethics.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Lindsey:

This Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America
without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America can bring whenever you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even phone. This Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America having very good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kori Pierson:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Mourning the Unborn Dead: A
Buddhist Ritual Comes to America book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Colby Tapia:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America.

Martin Hanson:

You can get this Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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