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Saxophone virtuoso Charlie "Bird" Parker began playing professionally in his early teens, became a heroin
addict at 16, changed the course of music, and then died when only 34 years old. His friend Robert Reisner
observed, "Parker, in the brief span of his life, crowded more living into it than any other human being." Like
Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Miles Davis, and John Coltrane, he was a transitional composer and
improviser who ushered in a new era of jazz by pioneering bebop and influenced subsequent generations of
musicians.
 
Meticulously researched and written, Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker tells the story of his life,
music, and career. This new biography artfully weaves together firsthand accounts from those who knew him
with new information about his life and career to create a compelling narrative portrait of a tragic genius.
 
While other books about Parker have focused primarily on his music and recordings, this portrait reveals the
troubled man behind the music, illustrating how his addictions and struggles with mental health affected his
life and career. He was alternatively generous and miserly; a loving husband and father at home but an
incorrigible philanderer on the road; and a chronic addict who lectured younger musicians about the dangers
of drugs. Above all he was a musician, who overcame humiliation, disappointment, and a life-threatening car
wreck to take wing as Bird, a brilliant improviser and composer.
 
With in-depth research into previously overlooked sources and illustrated with several never-before-seen
images, Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker corrects much of the misinformation and myth about one
of the most influential musicians of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

The book Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Bird: The Life
and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Wayne Hause:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in
American Life) has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in
American Life) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life). You
never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Tyron Lenahan:

The book Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker
(Music in American Life) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Evelyn Wiley:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Bird: The Life and Music of
Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker
(Music in American Life) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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