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In 1767, more than a century before Germany was incorporated as a modern nation-state, the city of
Hamburg chartered the first Deutsches Nationaltheater. What can it have meant for a German playhouse to
have been a national theater, and what did that imply about the way these theaters operated? Michael
Sosulski contends that the idea of German nationhood not only existed prior to the Napoleonic Wars but was
decisive in shaping cultural production in the last third of the eighteenth century, operating not on the level
of popular consciousness but instead within representational practices and institutions. Grounding his study
in a Foucauldian understanding of emergent technologies of the self, Sosulski connects the increasing
performance of body discipline by professional actors, soldiers, and schoolchildren to the growing interest in
German national identity. The idea of a German cultural nation gradually emerged as a conceptual force
through the work of an influential series of literary intellectuals and advocates of a national theater, including
G. E. Lessing and Friedrich Schiller. Sosulski combines fresh readings of canonical and lesser-known
dramas, with analysis of eighteenth-century theories of nationhood and evolving acting theories, to show that
the very lack of a strong national consciousness in the late eighteenth century actually spurred the emergence
of the German Nationaltheater, which were conceived in the spirit of the Enlightenment as educational
institutions. Since for Germans, nationality was a performed identity, theater emerged as an ideal space in
which to imagine that nation.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Theater and Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in
European Cultural Transition).

Danny Nehring:

The book Theater and Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural Transition) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a
book Theater and Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural Transition)? Several
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Theater and Nation in Eighteenth-
Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural Transition) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Gerald Stewart:

The reason? Because this Theater and Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in European Cultural
Transition) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book?
If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Steven Miller:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Theater and Nation in Eighteenth-Century Germany (Studies in
European Cultural Transition) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content



will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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