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In 1984, photographer Peter Feldstein set out to photograph every single resident of his town, Oxford, Iowa
(pop. 676). He converted an abandoned storefront on Main Street into a makeshift studio and posted fliers
inviting people to stop by. At first they trickled in slowly, but in the end, nearly all of Oxford stood before
Feldstein's lens. Twenty years later, Feldstein decided to do it again. Only this time he invited writer Stephen
G. Bloom to join him, and together they went in search of the same Oxford residents Feldstein had originally
shot two decades earlier. Some had moved. Most had stayed. Others had passed away. All were marked by
the passage of time.

In a place like Oxford, not only does everyone know everyone else, but also everyone else's brothers, sisters,
parents, grandparents, lovers, secrets, failures, dreams, and favorite pot luck recipes. This intricate web of
human connections between neighbors friends, and family, is the mainstay of small town American life, a
disappearing culture that is unforgettably captured in Feldstein's candid black-and-white portraiture and
Bloom's astonishing rural storytelling.

Meet the town auctioneer who fell in love with his wife in high school while ice-skating together on local
ponds; his wife who recalls the dress she wore as his prom date over fifty years ago; a retired buck skinner
who started a gospel church and awaits the rapture in 2028; the donut baker at the Depot who went from
having to be weighed on a livestock scale to losing over 150 pounds with the support of all of Oxford; a
twenty-one-year-old man photographed in 1984 as an infant in his father's arms, who has now survived both
of his parents due to tragedy and illness.

Considered side-by-side, the portraits reveal the inevitable transformations of aging: wider waistlines,
wrinkled skin, eyeglasses, and bowed backs. Babies and children have instantly sprouted into young nurses,
truck drivers, teachers, and rodeo riders, become Buddhists, racists, democrats, and drug addicts. The courses
of lives have been irrevocably altered by deaths, births, marriages, and divorces. Some have lost God--others
have found Him. But there are also those for whom it appears time has almost stood still. Kevin Somerville
looks eerily identical in his 1984 and 2004 portraits, right down to his worn overalls, shaggy mane, and pale
sunglasses. Only the graying of his lumberjack beard gives away the years that have passed.

Face after face, story after story, what quietly emerges is a living composite of a quintessential Midwestern
community, told through the words and images of its residents--then and now. In a town where newcomers
are recognized by the sound of an
unfamiliar engine idle, The Oxford Project invites you to discover the unexpected details, the heartbreak, and
the reality of lives lived on the fringe of our urban culture.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for us. The book The Oxford Project has been making you to know about other information
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book The Oxford Project
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The
Oxford Project. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Phillip Hicks:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park. They
actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled The Oxford Project can be great book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

John Dussault:

The Oxford Project can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get
every word into delight arrangement in writing The Oxford Project yet doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Edward White:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Oxford Project which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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