
Double Duty in the Civil War: The Letters of
Sailor and Soldier Edward W. Bacon

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0809329107
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0809329107
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0809329107


Double Duty in the Civil War: The Letters of Sailor and
Soldier Edward W. Bacon

Double Duty in the Civil War: The Letters of Sailor and Soldier Edward W. Bacon
In 1861 at the age of eighteen, Edward Woolsey Bacon, a Yale student and son of well-known abolitionist

minister Leonard Bacon, left his home in New Haven, Connecticut, to fight for the United States. Over the

next four years Bacon served in both the Union navy and army, which gave him a sweeping view of the Civil

War. His postings included being a captain’s clerk on the USS Iroquois, a hospital clerk in his hometown, a

captain in the 29th Connecticut Infantry (Colored), and a major in the 117th U.S. Colored Infantry, and he

described these experiences in vibrant letters to his friends and family. Historian George S. Burkhardt has

compiled these letters, as well as Bacon’s diary in the impressive Double Duty in the Civil War: The Letters

of Sailor and Soldier Edward W. Bacon.

Bacon tells of hunting Confederate commerce raiders on the high seas, enduring the tedium of

blockade duty, and taking part in riverine warfare on the Mississippi. He recalls sweating in South Carolina

as an infantry officer during drill and picket duty, suffering constant danger in the battlefield trenches of

Virginia, marching victoriously on fallen Richmond, and tolerating the boredom of occupation duty in Texas.

His highly entertaining letters shed new light on naval affairs and reveal a close-knit family life. The

narrative of his duty with black troops is especially valuable, since few first-hand accounts from white

officers of the U.S. Colored Troops exist. Furthermore, his beliefs about race, slavery, and the Union cause

were unconventional for the time and stand in contrast to those held by many of his contemporaries.

            Double Duty in the Civil War is filled with lively descriptions of the men Bacon met and the events

he experienced. With Burkhardt’s careful editing and useful annotations, Bacon’s letters and diary excerpts

give rare insight into areas of the Civil War that have been neglected because of a lack of available sources.

Given the scarcity of eyewitness testimonies to navy life and life in African American regiments, this book is

a rarity indeed.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Pritchett:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Double Duty in the Civil War: The Letters of Sailor and
Soldier Edward W. Bacon. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important a new book Double Duty in the Civil War: The Letters of Sailor and Soldier Edward
W. Bacon. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Victor Willis:

This Double Duty in the Civil War: The Letters of Sailor and Soldier Edward W. Bacon are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Double Duty in the Civil War:
The Letters of Sailor and Soldier Edward W. Bacon can be one of several great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that might be
will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Double Duty in the Civil War:
The Letters of Sailor and Soldier Edward W. Bacon giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Mathew Holstein:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Double Duty in the Civil
War: The Letters of Sailor and Soldier Edward W. Bacon, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jose Crawford:

The book untitled Double Duty in the Civil War: The Letters of Sailor and Soldier Edward W. Bacon contain
a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout



anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice learn.
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