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From the 1940s to the 1970s, visionary artists from across the Americas reimagined themes from science
fiction and space travel. They mapped extraterrestrial terrain, created dystopian scenarios amid fears of
nuclear annihilation, and ingeniously deployed scientific and technological subjects and motifs. This book
offers a sumptuously illustrated exploration of how artists from the United States and Latin America
visualized the future. Inspired variously by the "golden age" of science fiction, the Cold War, the space race,
and the counterculture, these artists expressed both optimism and pessimism about humanity's prospects.

Past Futures showcases work by more than a dozen artists, including the biomorphic cosmic spaces and
hybrid alien-totemic figures painted by the Chilean artist Roberto Matta (1911--2002); the utopian
Hydrospatial City envisioned by Argentine Gyula Kosice (1924--); and  Incidents of Mirror-Travel in the
Yucatan, in which Robert Smithson (1938--1973) layered tropes of time travel atop Mayan ruins. The artists
respond to science fiction in film and literature and the media coverage of the space race; link myths of
Europeans' first encounters with the New World to contemporary space exploration; and project futures both
idealized and dystopian.

The book, which accompanies an exhibition at the Bowdoin College Museum of Art, also includes an essay
by the editor and curator mapping central themes; an exploration of how Latin American artists have
depicted astronomic phenomena, utopian projects, and the modern machine; an essay on space-age art in
Argentina during the 1960s; and a study of Smithson and science fiction.

Essays Sarah Montross, Rodrigo Alonso, Rory O'Dea, Miguel Ángel Fernández Delgado

Artists includeRudy Ayoroa, Luis Benedit, Marcelo Bonevardi, Enrique Careaga, Enrique Castro-Cid, Vija
Celmins, Carlos Colombino, Juan Downey, Fred Eversley, Mario Gallardo, Dan Graham, Nancy Graves,
Raquel Forner, Peter Hutchinson, Alejandro Jodorowsky, Gyula Kosice, Roberto Matta, Emilio Renart,
Robert Smithson, Michelle Stuart, Rufino Tamayo, Horacio Zabala
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From reader reviews:

Forest Nelson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Past Futures: Science
Fiction, Space Travel, and Postwar Art of the Americas (MIT Press)? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Ruth Morefield:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Past Futures: Science Fiction, Space Travel, and Postwar Art
of the Americas (MIT Press) as your daily resource information.

Andrea Quirk:

Past Futures: Science Fiction, Space Travel, and Postwar Art of the Americas (MIT Press) can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Past Futures: Science Fiction, Space Travel, and Postwar Art of the Americas (MIT
Press) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new
stage of crucial pondering.

Wayne Queen:

This Past Futures: Science Fiction, Space Travel, and Postwar Art of the Americas (MIT Press) is great guide
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or
we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Past Futures: Science Fiction, Space Travel, and Postwar Art of the
Americas (MIT Press) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this reserve



already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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