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This innovative ethnography takes a new approach to the study of Philippine sugar. For much of the late
colonial history of the Philippines, sugar was its most lucrative export, the biggest employer, and the greatest
source of political influence. The so-called "Sugar Barons"--wealthy hacendero planters located mainly in
Central Luzon and on the Visayan island of Negros--gained the reputation as kingmakers and became noted
for their lavish lifestyles and the quasi-feudal nature of their estates. But Philippine sugar gradually declined
into obsolescence; today it is regarded as a "sunset industry" that can barely satisfy domestic demand. While
planters continue to think of themselves as wielding considerable power and influence, they are more often
seen as vestiges of a bygone era.

Michael Billig examines sugar's decline within both the dynamic context of contemporary Philippine society
and the global context of the international sugar market. His multi-sited ethnographic analysis focuses
mainly on conflicts among the various elite sectors (planters, millers, traders, commercial buyers, politicians)
and concludes that the most salient political, economic, and cultural trend in the Philippines today is the
decline of rural, agrarian elite power and the rise of urban industrial, commercial, and financial power. His
reflections on his relationships with informants in the midst of the politically charged atmosphere that
surrounds the sugar industry provide a candid look at the role of the observer who, try as he might to remain
impartial, finds himself swept into the vortex of policy debates and power plays.
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From reader reviews:

Dominic Loflin:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The
Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Ronald Karl:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important normally. The book Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and
Cultures of Philippine Sugar seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The
Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and
Cultures of Philippine Sugar. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lauren Smith:

Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Barons,
Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Joseph Lee:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book.
Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book
Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar. You can more desirable than



now.
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