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In this biography of Joaquín de Arredondo, historian Bradley Folsom brings to life one of the most
influential and ruthless leaders in North American history. Arredondo (1776–1837), a Bourbon loyalist who
governed Texas and the other interior provinces of northeastern New Spain during the Mexican War of
Independence, contended with attacks by revolutionaries, U.S. citizens, generals who had served in
Napoleon’s army, pirates, and various American Indian groups, all attempting to wrest control of the region.
Often resorting to violence to deal with the provinces’ problems, Arredondo was for ten years the most
powerful official in northeastern New Spain.

Folsom’s lively account shows the challenges of governing a vast and inhospitable region and provides
insight into nineteenth-century military tactics and Spanish viceregal realpolitik. When Arredondo and his
army—which included Arredondo’s protégé, future president of Mexico Antonio López de Santa
Anna—arrived in Nuevo Santander in 1811, they quickly suppressed a revolutionary upheaval. Arredondo
went on to expel an army of revolutionaries and invaders from the United States who had taken over Texas
and declared it an independent republic. In the Battle of Medina, the bloodiest battle ever fought in Texas, he
crushed the insurgents and followed his victory with a purge that reduced Texas’s population by half. Over
the following eight years, Arredondo faced fresh challenges to Spanish sovereignty ranging from Comanche
and Apache raids to continued American incursion. In response, Arredondo ignored his superiors and
ordered his soldiers to terrorize those who disagreed with him.

Arredondo’s actions had dramatic repercussions in Texas, Mexico, and the United States. His decision to
allow Moses Austin to colonize Texas with Americans would culminate in the defeat of Santa Anna in 1836,
but not before Santa Anna had made good use of the lessons in brutality he had learned so well from his
mentor.
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From reader reviews:

Yasmin Parker:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and
Northeastern New Spain. Try to make the book Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern
New Spain as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Bobby Miller:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer involving Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and
Northeastern New Spain is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Gary Forsyth:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain, it is possible to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
guide.

Mary Gobeil:

Precisely why? Because this Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the



meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.
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