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Wars have played a fundamental part in modern German history. Although infrequent, conflicts involving
German states have usually been extensive and often catastrophic, constituting turning-points for Europe as a
whole. Composed of the first two volumes of Mark Hewitson's three volumes series on German conflict, this
pack explores how such conflicts were experienced by soldiers and civilians during wartime, and how they
were subsequently imagined and understood during peacetime, from Clausewitz and Kleist to Junger and
Adorno. Without such an understanding, it is difficult to make sense of the dramatic shifts characterising the
politics of Germany and Europe over the past two centuries. The studies argue that the ease - or reluctance -
with which Germans went to war, and the far-reaching consequences of such wars on domestic politics, were
related to soldiers' and civilians' attitudes to violence and death, as well as to long-term transformations in
contemporaries' conceptualisation of conflict.

Absolute War reassesses the meaning of military conflict for the millions of German subjects who were
directly implicated in the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. Based on a re-reading of contemporary
diaries, letters, memoirs, official correspondence, press reports, pamphlets, treatises, plays, and cartoons, this
volume refocuses attention on combat and conscription as the central components of new forms of mass
warfare. It concentrates, in particular, on the impact of violence, killing, and death on many soldiers' and
some civilians' experiences and subsequent memories of conflict. War has often been conceived of as 'an act
of violence pushed to its utmost bounds', as Clausewitz put it, but the relationship between military conflicts
and violent acts remains a problematic one.

The People's War investigates the complex relationship between military conflicts and the violent acts of
individual soldiers. In particular, it considers the contradictory impact of 'pacification' in civilian life and
exposure to increasingly destructive technologies of killing during war-time. This contradiction reached its
nineteenth-century apogee during the 'wars of unification', leaving an ambiguous imprint on post-war
discussions of military conflict. This study makes sense of contemporaries' memories and histories of the
Revolutionary and Napoleonic campaigns within a much wider context of press reportage of wars elsewhere
in Europe and overseas, debates about military service and the reform of Germany's armies, revolution and
counter-revolution, and individuals' experiences of violence and death in their everyday lives. For the
majority of the populations of the German states, wars during an era of conscription were not merely a matter
of history and memory; rather, they concerned subjects' hopes, fears, and expectations of the future.
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From reader reviews:

David Carson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Absolute War and The People's War Pack was making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The publication Absolute War and The People's War Pack is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Absolute War and The People's War Pack. You
never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

James Peters:

The event that you get from Absolute War and The People's War Pack is the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to know but Absolute War and The People's War Pack giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Absolute War and The People's War Pack
instantly.

William Stewart:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Absolute War and The People's War
Pack reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Absolute War and The
People's War Pack as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break
don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lidia Mejia:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Absolute War and The People's War Pack was colorful and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Absolute War and The People's War Pack has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any
it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in
which.
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