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Between the early seventeenth century and the early twentieth,
nearly all the land in the United States was transferred from American
Indians to whites. This dramatic transformation has been understood in two very different ways--as a series
of consensual transactions, but also as a process of violent conquest. Both views cannot be correct. How did
Indians actually lose their land?

Stuart Banner provides the first comprehensive answer. He argues that neither simple coercion nor simple
consent reflects the complicated legal history of land transfers. Instead, time, place, and the balance of power
between Indians and settlers decided the outcome of land struggles. As whites' power grew, they were able to
establish the legal institutions and the rules by which land transactions would be made and enforced.

This story of America's colonization remains a story of power, but a more complex kind of power than
historians have acknowledged. It is a story in which military force was less important than the power to
shape the legal framework within which land would be owned. As a result, white Americans--from eastern
cities to the western frontiers--could believe they were buying land from the Indians the same way they
bought land from one another. How the Indians Lost Their Land dramatically reveals how subtle changes in
the law can determine the fate of a nation, and our understanding of the past.
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From reader reviews:

Mikel Davis:

In other case, little individuals like to read book How the Indians Lost Their Land: Law and Power on the
Frontier. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important any book How the Indians Lost Their Land: Law and Power on the Frontier. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Na Urquhart:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want do that.
You must know how great as well as important the book How the Indians Lost Their Land: Law and Power
on the Frontier. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Brooks Davis:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be How the Indians Lost Their Land: Law and Power on the
Frontier why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Nila Cobb:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication How the Indians Lost Their Land: Law and Power on the Frontier
was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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