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Must the sins of America's past poison its hope for the future? Lately the American Left, withdrawing into
the ivied halls of academe to rue the nation's shame, has answered yes in both word and deed. In Achieving
Our Country, one of America's foremost philosophers challenges this lost generation of the Left to
understand the role it might play in the great tradition of democratic intellectual labor that started with
writers like Walt Whitman and John Dewey.

How have national pride and American patriotism come to seem an endorsement of atrocities--from slavery
to the slaughter of Native Americans, from the rape of ancient forests to the Vietnam War? Achieving Our
Country traces the sources of this debilitating mentality of shame in the Left, as well as the harm it does to its
proponents and to the country. At the center of this history is the conflict between the Old Left and the New
that arose during the Vietnam War era. Richard Rorty describes how the paradoxical victory of the antiwar
movement, ushering in the Nixon years, encouraged a disillusioned generation of intellectuals to pursue
"High Theory" at the expense of considering the place of ideas in our common life. In this turn to theory,
Rorty sees a retreat from the secularism and pragmatism championed by Dewey and Whitman, and he
decries the tendency of the heirs of the New Left to theorize about the United States from a distance instead
of participating in the civic work of shaping our national future.

In the absence of a vibrant, active Left, the views of intellectuals on the American Right have come to
dominate the public sphere. This galvanizing book, adapted from Rorty's Massey Lectures of 1997, takes the
first step toward redressing the imbalance in American cultural life by rallying those on the Left to the civic
engagement and inspiration needed for "achieving our country."
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

The actual book Achieving Our Country : Leftist Thought in Twentieth-Century America will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Achieving Our Country : Leftist
Thought in Twentieth-Century America is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gina Hill:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Achieving Our Country : Leftist Thought in Twentieth-Century America your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Achieving Our Country : Leftist Thought in
Twentieth-Century America giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Michael Farrell:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Achieving Our Country : Leftist Thought in Twentieth-Century America can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Richard Strohm:

Beside this particular Achieving Our Country : Leftist Thought in Twentieth-Century America in your
phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Achieving Our Country : Leftist Thought in Twentieth-Century
America because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and
also read it from today!
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