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This book, originally published as The Old East Side, is a collection of literature and documents ranging
from the autobiography of the sculptor Jacob Epstein and the novels of Abraham Cahan to the reporting of
William Dean Howells and the fictional reconstruction of a vanished world by Henry Roth. The world is that
of the old shtetl transplanted to a new, growing country, where “the ghetto” (in the years 1881-1924) was an
unstable mixture of nostalgic elements and the pressures of American economic and social reality.

The productivity, both intellectual and material, of the section of New York known as the East Side during
those forty years around the turn of the twentieth century has become a legend among many Jews in this
country and deserves to become better known to many more of other ethnic origins. The lower East Side was
paradoxically a wilderness to be traversed and a portion of that “promised land” which had been glimpsed
with so much hope from afar. To wonderfully talented and observant children, like Jacob Epstein, the streets
there in the 1880s were as filled with excitement as those of the Arabian Nights. To serious philosophic
young men like Morris Raphael Cohen, they were as challenging as the marketplace of Athens had once
been to Socrates to achieve intellectual enlightenment and the improvement of the social order.

The conditions of abominable crowding and poverty described in the sociological tracts of Jacob Riis, Lillian
Wald, and others are better known perhaps to the average reader than the accounts of such pleasures as the
dancing schools, the Yiddish theaters, the cafes, the lectures, the literary ferment and activities, described in
the pages of Abraham Cahan and Hutchins Hapgood. But all the views presented in The Jewish East Side,
both dark and bright, are recognizably parts of the same picture. This book will be of value to sociologists,
historians, researchers specializing in Judaic studies, and students of literature.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Davis:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take The Jewish East Side: 1881-1924 (Comparative Urban and Community
Research) as the daily resource information.

Natalie Althoff:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Jewish East Side: 1881-1924
(Comparative Urban and Community Research) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Daniel Bryant:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Jewish East Side: 1881-1924 (Comparative
Urban and Community Research) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes The Jewish East Side: 1881-1924 (Comparative Urban and Community
Research) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Rose Heck:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Jewish East Side: 1881-1924 (Comparative Urban and
Community Research) can make you experience more interested to read.
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