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More than any other person, Jack C. Ellis notes, John Grierson, a Scot, was responsible for the documentary
film as it has developed in English-speaking countries.
 
While in the United States in the 1920s, Grierson first applied the term documentary to Robert Flaherty's
Moana. In 1927, Grierson returned to Britain, where he was hired to promote the marketing of products of
the British Empire. The first practical application of Grierson’s theory of documentary film was Drifters, a
1929 short feature about herring fishing in the North Sea. That success led Grierson to establish the Empire
Marketing Board Film Unit (later the General Post Office Film Unit).
 
In 1939, Grierson moved to Canada, leaving behind a legacy of some sixty British filmmakers who spread
his ideas and techniques to other countries. In Canada, he progressed beyond national concerns to global
problems. The National Film Board of Canada stands as the largest and most impressive monument to
Grierson's concepts and actions in regard to the use of film by governments in communicating with citizens.
            
Ellis examines Grierson's accomplishments in detail, probing the complexities of Grierson's motivations and
personality. His subject, a true titan in the world of documentary film, was the first filmmaker to use public
and private institutional sponsorship—not the box office—to pay for his films. He also employed
nontraditional distribution techniques, going outside the movie theaters to reach audiences in schools and
factories, union halls, and church basements. Essentially, Grierson created documentary film and established
an audience for it.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Roberts:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this John Grierson: Life, Contributions, Influence to
read.

Thomas Hodge:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving John Grierson: Life,
Contributions, Influence that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you could pick John Grierson: Life, Contributions, Influence become your own personal starter.

Melissa Cox:

Beside this specific John Grierson: Life, Contributions, Influence in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have John Grierson: Life, Contributions, Influence because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from today!

Debbie Yarborough:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book John Grierson: Life, Contributions,
Influence to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a
book and examine it. Beside that the book John Grierson: Life, Contributions, Influence can to be your brand
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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