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This beguiling book asks a set of unusual and fascinating questions—why is early Chinese printing so little
acknowledged, despite anticipating Gutenberg by centuries? Why are the religious elements of all early
printing overlooked? And why did printing in China not have the immediate obvious impact it did in
Europe?
 
T. H. Barrett, a leading scholar of medieval China, brings us the answers through the intriguing story of
Empress Wu (AD 625–705) and the revolution in printing that occurred during her rule. Linking Asian and
European history with substantial new research into Chinese sources, Barrett identifies methods of
transmitting texts before printing and explains the historical context of seventh-century China. He explores
the dynastic reasons behind Empress Wu’s specific interest in printing and the motivating role of her private
religious beliefs. He also deduces from eighth- and ninth-century Chinese records an explanation for the
lesser impact of the introduction of printing in China than in Europe. As Renaissance Europe was later
astonished to learn of China’s achievement, so today’s reader will be fascinated by this engaging perspective
on the history of printing and the technological superiority of Empress Wu’s China.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Woman Who Discovered Printing. Try to the actual book
The Woman Who Discovered Printing as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jose Jones:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Woman Who Discovered
Printing book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Clyde Miller:

The event that you get from The Woman Who Discovered Printing could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but The Woman Who Discovered Printing giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this specific The Woman Who Discovered Printing instantly.

Pearl Miller:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top listing
in your reading list is The Woman Who Discovered Printing. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you
can get many advantages.
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