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What role, if any, does formal logic play in characterizing epistemically rational belief? Traditionally, belief
is seen in a binary way -- either one believes a proposition, or one doesn't. Given this picture, it is attractive
to impose certain deductive constraints on rational belief: that one's beliefs be logically consistent, and that
one believe the logical consequences of one's beliefs. A less popular picture sees belief as a graded
phenomenon. This picture (explored more by decision-theorists and philosophers of science thatn by
mainstream epistemologists) invites the use of probabilistic coherence to constrain rational belief. But this
latter project has often involved defining graded beliefs in terms of preferences, which may seem to change
the subject away from epistemic rationality.

Putting Logic in its Place explores the relations between these two ways of seeing beliefs. It argues that the
binary conception, although it fits nicely with much of our commonsense thought and talk about belief,
cannot in the end support the traditional deductive constraints on rational belief. Binary beliefs that obeyed
these constraints could not answer to anything like our intuitive notion of epistemic rationality, and would
end up having to be divorced from central aspects of our cognitive, practical, and emotional lives.

But this does not mean that logic plays no role in rationality. Probabilistic coherence should be viewed as
using standard logic to constrain rational graded belief. This probabilistic constraint helps explain the appeal
of the traditional deductive constraints, and even underlies the force of rationally persuasive deductive
arguments. Graded belief cannot be defined in terms of preferences. But probabilistic coherence may be
defended without positing definitional connections between beliefs and preferences. Like the traditional
deductive constraints, coherence is a logical ideal that humans cannot fully attain. Nevertheless, it furnishes a
compelling way of understanding a key dimension of epistemic rationality.
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From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

This Putting Logic in Its Place: Formal Constraints on Rational Belief book is simply not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This Putting Logic in Its Place: Formal Constraints on Rational Belief without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Putting Logic in Its Place: Formal Constraints on Rational Belief can bring once you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Putting Logic in Its Place: Formal Constraints on Rational Belief having great arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ronda Caesar:

The actual book Putting Logic in Its Place: Formal Constraints on Rational Belief has a lot of information on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Antoinette Hogg:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Putting Logic in Its Place: Formal Constraints on Rational Belief this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research
when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Edward Carroll:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among
the books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Putting Logic in Its Place: Formal Constraints on
Rational Belief. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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