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Homelessness became a conspicuous facet of Russian cityscapes only in the 1990s, when the Soviet
criminalization of vagrancy and similar offenses was abolished. In spite of the host of social and economic
problems confronting Russia in the demise of Soviet power, the social dislocation endured by increasing
numbers of people went largely unrecognized by the state.

Being homeless carries a special burden in Russia, where a permanent address is the precondition for all civil
rights and social benefits and where homelessness is often regarded as a result of laziness and drinking,
rather than external factors. In Needed by Nobody, the anthropologist Tova Höjdestrand offers a nuanced
portrait of homelessness in St. Petersburg. Based on ethnographic work at railway stations, soup kitchens,
and other places where the homeless gather, Höjdestrand describes the material and mental world of this
marginalized population.

They are, she observes, "not needed" in two senses. The state considers them, in effect, as noncitizens. At the
same time they stand outside the traditionally intimate social networks that are the real safety net of life in
postsocialist Russia. As a result, they are deprived of the prerequisites for dealing with others in ways that
they themselves value as "decent" and "human." Höjdestrand investigates processes of social exclusion as
well as the remaining "world of waste": things, tasks, and places that are wanted by nobody else and on
which "human leftovers" are forced to survive.

In this bleak context, Höjdestrand takes up the intimate worlds of the homeless?their social relationships, dirt
and cleanliness, and physical appearance. Her interviews with homeless people show that the indigent have a
very good idea of what others think of them and that they are liable to reproduce the stigma that is attached
to them even as they attempt to negotiate it. This unique and often moving portrait of life on the margins of
society in the new Russia ultimately reveals how human dignity may be retained in the absence of its very
preconditions.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Belcher:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can
do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in Post-Socialist
Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) to read.

Bobby Kile:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book.
One of them is this Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia (Culture and
Society after Socialism).

Melinda Gregory:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and
Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) can give you a lot of buddies
because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in Post-
Socialist Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism).

John Barrow:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By the book Needed by Nobody: Homelessness and Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia
(Culture and Society after Socialism) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative



people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Needed by Nobody: Homelessness
and Humanness in Post-Socialist Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism). You can more attractive than
now.
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