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Jeredith Merrin’s third collection, Cup, deftly muses on art, travel to exotic locations, nature’s gains and
losses, the resiliency of spirit juxtaposed against the body’s frailty, the joys and discords of the familial
unit, and aging without bitterness and giving “Praise/ to her or him who keeps, past sixty/ and in all
weathers, an open heart.” This collection of abundant wit, insight, longing and passion is deservedly a
special honoree of the 2013 Able Muse Book Award.

PRAISE FOR CUP:

In Cup we meet a poet of rare power and unique originality, unafraid of feeling, able to take on matters of the
deepest consequence. Jeredith Merrin strikes me as admirably hard-minded, shunning poeticisms and
needless wordage, delivering again and again the real thing. For proof, see the title poem, or the wonderful
tribute to John Clare. Plunge in anywhere, and be regaled.
X.J. Kennedy, Judge for the 2013 Able Muse Book Award

“. . . stanzas, rooms, lives./ And you, toiling to make it better,/ whatever your it is./ Each has a cup.”
    In these forthright and moving poems written in restrained, disciplined stanzas, the stories are told of how
we each, “trying to make it better,/ whatever . . . it is,” have to find our own cup, and find it acceptable. This
is most vividly so in the poems about the bravery and laughter required by a terrible sickness, but also in the
very description of a block of still-inhabited Victorian houses, porch after porch, which is like a train going
who knows where. The poems’ stanzas are the rooms, and in the rooms are the lives.
David Ferry, winner of the National Book Award

In Cup, Jeredith Merrin confronts time’s confounding passage, but there’s not a glimmer of self-pity here, no
mourning the fate of an aging body. Instead she offers us an artful contemplation of what age brings: the
strangeness of shifting perspectives, the quiet richness of sustained love, and the unabated force of old griefs.
Both witty and meditative, these poems brim with insight and affection. And “Lear’s Macaw” alone is worth
the price of admission!
Mark Doty, author of Paragon Park

Jeredith Merrin’s exhilarating poems pulse with memory, with art, and the complex emotional richness that
is the present. At the book’s heart is a sequence of poems of helpless shock and of the courage of her adult
daughter’s confrontation with cancer: “She’s doing it, my grown/ child, with characteristic kindness and/
intelligence. . . .” We recognize not only a mother’s love, but also fury in the midst of crisis, and, most
movingly, her admiration. The wished-for reprieve, “our raft saved for now,” is, when it comes, “Easeful.”
These are understated yet passionate poems that ravish with their gallant dignity. Merrin’s Cup is large and it
is full.
Gail Mazur, author of Figures in a Landscape

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Jeredith Merrin brought up in the Pacific Northwest took her MA in English (specializing in Chaucer), and a
PhD from UC Berkeley in Anglo-American Poetry and Poetics. Cup, a special honoree in the 2013 Able
Muse Book Award, is her third collection; her previous books are Shift and Bat Ode (University of Chicago



Press Phoenix Poets series). She’s authored an influential book of criticism on Marianne Moore and
Elizabeth Bishop. Her reviews and essays (on Moore, Bishop, Clare, Mew, Amichai, and others), and poems
have appeared in Paris Review, Slate, Ploughshares, Southwest Review, Yale Review and elsewhere. A
retired Professor of English (The Ohio State University), she lives near Phoenix.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Hicks:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Cup - Poems as your daily resource information.

Anthony Perez:

Beside this kind of Cup - Poems in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Cup -
Poems because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Edward Sullivan:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Cup - Poems can be the solution,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Sam Nielsen:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Cup - Poems or maybe others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-
book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Cup - Poems to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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