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The constant call to admit guilt amounts almost to a tyranny of confession today. We demand tell-all tales in
the public dramas of the courtroom, the talk shows, and in print, as well as in the more private spaces of the
confessional and the psychoanalyst's office. Yet we are also deeply uneasy with the concept: how can we tell
whether a confession is true? What if it has been coerced?

In Troubling Confessions, Peter Brooks juxtaposes cases from law and literature to explore the kinds of truth
we associate with confessions, and why we both rely on them and regard them with suspicion. For centuries
the law has considered confession to be "the queen of proofs," yet it has also seen a need to regulate
confessions and the circumstances under which they are made, as evidenced in the continuing debate over
the Miranda decision. Western culture has made confessional speech a prime measure of authenticity, seeing
it as an expression of selfhood that bears witness to personal truth. Yet the urge to confess may be motivated
by inextricable layers of shame, guilt, self-loathing, the desire to propitiate figures of authority. Literature
has often understood the problematic nature of confession better than the law, as Brooks demonstrates in
perceptive readings of legal cases set against works by Rousseau, Dostoevsky, Joyce, and Camus, among
others.

Mitya in The Brothers Karamazov captures the trouble with confessional speech eloquently when he offers
his confession with the anguished plea: this is a confession; handle with care. By questioning the truths of
confession, Peter Brooks challenges us to reconsider how we demand confessions and what we do with
them.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

The publication untitled Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Troubling Confessions:
Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Joseph McNeal:

Exactly why? Because this Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Marcus Casale:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature can be your
answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Christopher McCormick:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Troubling Confessions:
Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.
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