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One of The Economist's 2011 Books of the Year

Did Garibaldi do Italy a disservice when he helped its disparate parts achieve unity? Was the goal of political
unification a mistake? These questions are asked and answered in a number of ways in this engaging,
original consideration of the many histories that contribute to the brilliance-and weakness-of Italy today.

David Gilmour's wonderfully readable exploration of Italian life over the centuries is filled with provocative
anecdotes as well as personal observations, and is peopled with the great figures of the Italian past-from
Cicero and Virgil to Dante and the Medicis, from Garibaldi and Cavour to the controversial politicians of the
twentieth century. Gilmour's wise account of the Risorgimento, the pivotal epoch in modern Italian history,
debunks the nationalistic myths that surround it, though he paints a sympathetic portrait of Giuseppe Verdi, a
beloved hero of the era. Gilmour shows that the glory of Italy has always lain in its regions, with their
distinctive art, civic cultures, identities, and cuisines. Italy's inhabitants identified themselves not as Italians
but as Tuscans and Venetians, Sicilians and Lombards, Neapolitans and Genoese. Italy's strength and culture
still come from its regions rather than from its misconceived, mishandled notion of a unified nation.

With The Pursuit of Italy, David Gilmour has provided a coherent, persuasive, and entertaining interpretation
of the paradoxes of Italian life, past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Antonia Wagner:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples, you may tells your
family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Richard Dutton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Pursuit of Italy: A History of
a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you could pick The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and
Their Peoples become your current starter.

Wayne Hankinson:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a
Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Beside this kind of The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this



book and also read it from right now!
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