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Challenging conventional notions about the place of women in Muslim societies, the Bihishti Zewar
(Heavenly Ornaments) gives life to the themes of religious and social reform that have too often been treated
in the abstract. This instructional guidebook, used by the world's largest population of Muslims, is a vital
source for those interested in modern Indian social and intellectual history, in Islamic reform, and in
conceptions of gender and women's roles.

The Bihishti Zewar was written in northern India in the early 1900s by a revered Muslim scholar and
spiritual guide, Maulana Ashraf 'Ali Thanawi (1864-1943), to instruct Muslim girls and women in religious
teachings, proper behavior, and prudent conduct of their everyday lives. In so doing, it sets out the core of a
reformist version of Islam that has become increasingly prominent across Muslim societies during the past
hundred years. Throughout the work, nothing is more striking than the extent to which the book takes women
and men as essentially the same, in contrast to European works directed toward women at this time.

Its rich descriptions of the everyday life of the relatively privileged classes in turn-of-the-century north India
provide information on issues of personality formation as well as on family life, social relations, household
management, and encounters with new institutions and inventions. Barbara Metcalf has carefully selected
those sections of the Bihishti Zewar that best illustrate the themes of reformist thought about God, the
person, society, and gender. She provides a substantial introduction to the text and to each section, as well as
detailed annotations.
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From reader reviews:

John King:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
stand than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular
Perfecting Women: Maulana Ashraf 'Ali Thanawi's Bihishti Zewar book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Patricia Carter:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the book untitled Perfecting Women: Maulana Ashraf 'Ali Thanawi's Bihishti Zewar can be
very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Nathan Hutchison:

The reason? Because this Perfecting Women: Maulana Ashraf 'Ali Thanawi's Bihishti Zewar is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If
I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Margaret Phillips:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Perfecting Women: Maulana Ashraf
'Ali Thanawi's Bihishti Zewar, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
named reading friends.
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