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The recent renewal of the faith-reason debate has focused attention on earlier episodes in its history. One of
its memorable highlights occurred during the Enlightenment, with the outbreak of the "Pantheism
Controversy" between the eighteenth century Jewish philosopher Moses Mendelssohn and the Christian
Counter-Enlightenment thinker Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi. While Mendelssohn argued that reason confirmed
belief in a providential God and in an immortal soul, Jacobi claimed that its consistent application led
ineluctably to atheism and fatalism. At present, there are two leading interpretations of Moses Mendelssohn's
thought. One casts him as a Jewish traditionalist who draws on German philosophy to support his premodern
Jewish beliefs, while the other portrays him as a secret Deist who seeks to encourage his fellow Jews to
integrate into German society and so disingenuously defends Judaism to avoid arousing their opposition. By
exploring the Pantheism Controversy and Mendelssohn's relation to his two greatest Jewish philosophical
predecessors, the medieval Rabbi Moses Maimonides and the seventeenth century heretic Baruch Spinoza,
Michah Gottlieb presents a new reading of Mendelssohn arguing that he defends Jewish religious concepts
sincerely, but gives them a humanistic interpretation appropriate to life in a free, diverse modern society.
Gottlieb argues that the faith-reason debate is best understood not primarily as an argument about
metaphysical questions, such as whether or not God exists, but rather as a contest between two competing
conceptions of human dignity and freedom. Mendelssohn, Gottlieb contends, gives expression to a
humanistic religious perspective worthy of renewed consideration today.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Faith and Freedom: Moses Mendelssohn's
Theological-Political Thought. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important some sort of book Faith and Freedom: Moses Mendelssohn's Theological-
Political Thought. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can
open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's study.

Brady Witt:

The publication untitled Faith and Freedom: Moses Mendelssohn's Theological-Political Thought is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Faith and Freedom: Moses Mendelssohn's Theological-Political
Thought from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Margaretta Lee:

Faith and Freedom: Moses Mendelssohn's Theological-Political Thought can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Faith and Freedom: Moses Mendelssohn's Theological-Political Thought but doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Andrew Jefferson:

You can find this Faith and Freedom: Moses Mendelssohn's Theological-Political Thought by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.
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