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"Every line we succeed in publishing today...is a victory wrested from the powers of darkness." So wrote
Walter Benjamin in January 1940. Not long afterward, he himself would fall prey to those powers, a victim
of suicide following a failed attempt to flee the Nazis. However insistently the idea of catastrophe hangs over
Benjamin's writings in the final years of his life, the "victories wrested" in this period nonetheless constitute
some of the most remarkable twentieth-century analyses of the emergence of modern society. The essays on
Charles Baudelaire are the distillation of a lifetime of thinking about the nature of modernity. They record
the crisis of meaning experienced by a civilization sliding into the abyss, even as they testify to Benjamin's
own faith in the written word.

This volume ranges from studies of Baudelaire, Brecht, and the historian Carl Jochmann to appraisals of
photography, film, and poetry. At their core is the question of how art can survive and thrive in a tumultuous
time. Here we see Benjamin laying out an ethic for the critic and artist--a subdued but resilient heroism. At
the same time, he was setting forth a sociohistorical account of how art adapts in an age of violence and
repression.

Working at the height of his powers to the very end, Benjamin refined his theory of the mass media that
culminated in the final version of his essay "The Work of Art in the Age of Its Technological
Reproducibility." Also included in this volume is his influential piece "On the Concept of History,"
completed just before his death. The book is remarkable for its inquiry into the nature of "the modern"
(especially as revealed in Baudelaire), for its ideas about the transmogrification of art and the radical
discontinuities of history, and for its examples of humane life and thought in the midst of barbarism. The
entire collection is eloquent testimony to the indomitable spirit of humanity under siege.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Linton:

This Walter Benjamin: Selected Writings, Volume 4: 1938-1940 book is not really ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. That Walter Benjamin: Selected Writings, Volume 4: 1938-1940 without we recognize teach
the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Walter Benjamin:
Selected Writings, Volume 4: 1938-1940 can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Walter
Benjamin: Selected Writings, Volume 4: 1938-1940 having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Coleen Faircloth:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Walter Benjamin:
Selected Writings, Volume 4: 1938-1940 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled Walter Benjamin: Selected Writings, Volume 4: 1938-1940is the main
of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this
guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Michael Beebe:

The book untitled Walter Benjamin: Selected Writings, Volume 4: 1938-1940 contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Herbert Knight:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Walter Benjamin:
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