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An epic dive into modernist photography by the museum that helped shape its history

The history of photography has been told many times, but never before through the incomparable collection
of photographs at The Museum of Modern Art. As the second volume in a set of three books that together
present a new and comprehensive history of photography through works from MoMA’s collection, this
publication charts the medium during the height of the modernist period, from 1920 to 1960.

Only one other volume--Looking at Photographs, published in 1973--highlights the photographic treasures
of MoMA’s collection; neither Beaumont Newhall’s classic History of Photography nor John Szarkowski’s
Photography Until Now used the Museum collection as a springboard to approach photography’s distinctive
history. The Museum’s significant role in the development of this history, and in the construction of a canon
that championed photography as an art form (but also eclipsed certain alternative or unfamiliar practices)
requires a reconsidered history for the 21st century. This publication offers a fresh critical lens through
which to appreciate works of exceptional significance, surprise and influence, encouraging creative new
readings.

The book begins with an in-depth introduction followed by eight chapters of full-color plates, each
introduced by a short essay. Masterworks by photographers such as Alfred Stieglitz, Dorothea Lange, Man
Ray and Aleksander Rodchenko appear alongside lesser-known gems, and diverse notions of modernism
enrich classic interpretations, so that the beautiful fictions and messy realities of photography are
complicated, refreshed and, above all, enjoyed.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Walker:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Photography at MoMA: 1920 to 1960.

Phyllis Spencer:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Photography at MoMA: 1920 to 1960 is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

John Starr:

The book with title Photography at MoMA: 1920 to 1960 has a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Joshua Little:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be Photography at MoMA: 1920 to 1960 why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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