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American law schools extol democracy but teach little about its most basic institution, the Congress.
Interpreting statutes is lawyers’ most basic task, but law professors rarely focus on how statutes are made.
This misguided pedagogy, says Victoria Nourse, undercuts the core of legal practice. It may even threaten
the continued functioning of American democracy, as contempt for the legislature becomes entrenched in
legal education and judicial opinions. Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy turns a spotlight on lawyers’
and judges’ pervasive ignorance about how Congress makes law.

Victoria Nourse not only offers a critique but proposes reforming the way lawyers learn how to interpret
statutes by teaching legislative process. Statutes are legislative decisions, just as judicial opinions are
decisions. Her approach, legislative decision theory, reverse-engineers the legislative process to simplify the
task of finding Congress’s meanings when statutes are ambiguous. This theory revolutionizes how we
understand legislative history?not as an attempt to produce some vague notion of legislative intent but as a
surgical strike for the best evidence of democratic context.

Countering the academic view that the legislative process is irrational and unseemly, Nourse makes a
forceful argument that lawyers must be educated about the basic procedures that define how Congress
operates today. Lawmaking is a sequential process with political winners and losers. If lawyers and judges
do not understand this, they may well embrace the meanings of those who opposed legislation rather than
those who supported it, making legislative losers into judicial winners, and standing democracy on its head.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Misreading Law,
Misreading Democracy book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Errol Sawyer:

Here thing why that Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy are different and trusted to be yours. First of
all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Misreading Law,
Misreading Democracy. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy in e-book can be your
alternative.

Blair Chappell:

The book untitled Misreading Law, Misreading Democracy contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The
author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Shawn Young:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Misreading Law,
Misreading Democracy which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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