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Asteroids suggest images of a catastrophic impact with Earth, triggering infernos, tidal waves, famine, and
death -- but these scenarios have obscured the larger story of how asteroids have been discovered and
studied. During the past two centuries, the quest for knowledge about asteroids has involved eminent
scientists and amateur astronomers, patient research and sudden intuition, advanced technology and the
simplest of telescopes, newspaper headlines and Cold War secrets. Today, researchers have named and
identified the mineral composition of these objects. They range in size from 33 feet to 580 miles wide and
most are found in a belt between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. Covering all aspects of asteroid
investigation, Curtis Peebles shows how ideas about the orbiting boulders have evolved. He describes how
such phenomena as the Moon's craters and dinosaur extinction were gradually, and by some scientists
grudgingly, accepted as the results of asteroid impacts. He tells how a band of icy asteroids rimming the
solar system, first proposed as a theory in the 1940s, was ignored for more than forty years until renewed
interest and technological breakthroughs confirmed the existence of the Kuiper Belt. Peebles also chronicles
the discovery of Shoemaker-Levy 9, a comet with twenty-two nuclei that crashed into Jupiter in 1994,
releasing many times the energy of the world's nuclear arsenal. Showing how asteroid research is
increasingly collaborative, the book provides insights into the evolution of scientific ideas and the ebb and
flow of scientific debate.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Jennings:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of
Aviation & Spaceflight Series). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of Aviation & Spaceflight
Series). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book
or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Suzanne Mitchell:

The book Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of Aviation & Spaceflight Series) gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make reading through a book Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of Aviation & Spaceflight
Series) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a e-
book Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of Aviation & Spaceflight Series). Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Ed Abraham:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual
is you don't know what type you should start with. This Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of
Aviation & Spaceflight Series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Marc Dean:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Asteroids: A History (Smithsonian History of
Aviation & Spaceflight Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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