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The Manly Masquerade unravels the complex ways men were defined as men in Renaissance Italy through
readings of a vast array of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century evidence: medical and travel literature;
theology; law; myth; conduct books; and plays, chivalric romances, and novellas by authors including
Machiavelli, Tasso, and Ariosto. Valeria Finucci shows how ideas of masculinity were formed in the midst
of acute anxiety about paternity by highlighting the beliefs—widely held at the time—that conception could
occur without a paternal imprimatur or through a woman’s encounter with an animal, or even that a pregnant
woman’s imagination could erase the father’s "signature" from the fetus. Against these visions of
reproduction gone awry, Finucci looks at how concepts of masculinity were tied to issues of paternity
through social standing, legal matters, and inheritance practices.

Highlighting the fissures running through Italian Renaissance ideas of manliness, Finucci describes how,
alongside pervasive images of the virile, sexually active man, early modern Italian culture recognized the
existence of hermaphrodites and started to experiment with a new kind of sexuality by manufacturing a non-
man: the castrato. Following the creation of castrati, the Church forbade the marriage of all non-procreative
men, and, in this move, Finucci identifies a powerful legitimation of the view that what makes men is not the
possession of male organs or the ability to have sex, but the capability to father. Through analysis, anecdote,
and rich cultural description, The Manly Masquerade exposes the "real" early modern man: the paterfamilias.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Sherman:

The feeling that you get from The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian
Renaissance may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Manly Masquerade:
Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having that The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity,
and Castration in the Italian Renaissance instantly.

Timothy Grill:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the reserve untitled The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the
Italian Renaissance can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Joan Hanson:

The book untitled The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book
was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice read.

Brenda Nunez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity,
and Castration in the Italian Renaissance can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one
book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us
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