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*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts of slavery and debating its role in Greek society *Includes
online resources and a bibliography for further reading “A free man? There is no such thing! All men are
slaves; some, slaves of money; some, of chance; others are forced, either by mass opinion, or the threatening
law, to act against their nature.” - Euripides, Hecuba Slavery was a universal and totally accepted feature of
ancient Greek society, so much so that while the conditions under which slaves lived and worked varied
considerably, many ordinary citizens kept at least one slave, often working alongside their owners, while
larger commercial enterprises involved huge numbers, many of whom could rise to positions of authority and
wealth. It was possible for some slaves to buy their freedom, while others lived and died in conditions of
appalling brutality, notably in the silver mines at Laurium. The revenues from these mines paid for the fleet
with which Athens defeated Xerxes and were the basis of the Attic owls, the four drachma coins that
revolutionized the Athenian economy. The mines were often leased to contractors and worked by slaves and
condemned criminals. The galleries averaged approximately three and a half feet in height, so most miners
had to work on their hands and knees. Another specific group of slaves that suffered particularly brutal
treatment was the pornai, slaves used in the brothels as prostitutes. While those sound like the conditions of
slavery people are accustomed to hearing about in more modern times, other forms of slavery in Greece were
quite unique, and perhaps fittingly, Sparta might have had the most unusual system of all. Sparta will forever
be known for its military prowess, but the importance the Spartans placed upon being a warrior society
meant their way of life was entirely dependent on a class of indentured servants known as the helots. The
Spartans needed the helots to maintain the domestic front, but they also frequently brought helots to the
battlefield with them, and they repeatedly had to turn their own hoplites on unruly helots to suppress
potential rebellions. As this makes clear, however unpalatable it may be to modern historians who expound
on the virtues of the Greek legacy to Western Civilization, it is indisputably the case that slavery constituted
a central part of that legacy. Indeed, slavery underpinned to a large extent the very foundations of the
classical Greek way of life. Slavery in Ancient Greece: The History of Slaves across the Greek City-States
examines the different ways people were enslaved in Greece, and what the Ancient Greeks wrote about
slavery. Along with pictures depicting important people, places, and events, you will learn about slavery in
Greece like never before.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Burton:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Slavery in Ancient Greece: The History of Slaves across the Greek City-States.

Theresa Gayle:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be
option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication
that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Slavery in Ancient Greece:
The History of Slaves across the Greek City-States can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.

David Marx:

Beside this particular Slavery in Ancient Greece: The History of Slaves across the Greek City-States in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Slavery in Ancient Greece: The History of Slaves
across the Greek City-States because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Thomas Morgan:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Slavery in Ancient Greece: The History of Slaves across the
Greek City-States can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing



more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Slavery in Ancient
Greece: The History of Slaves across the Greek City-States.
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