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This book provides a concise, accurate, and lively portrait of Napoleon Bonaparte's character and career,
situating him firmly in historical context.

David Bell emphasizes the astonishing sense of human possibility--for both good and ill--that Napoleon
represented. By his late twenties, Napoleon was already one of the greatest generals in European history. At
thirty, he had become absolute master of Europe's most powerful country. In his early forties, he ruled a
European empire more powerful than any since Rome, fighting wars that changed the shape of the continent
and brought death to millions. Then everything collapsed, leading him to spend his last years in miserable
exile in the South Atlantic.

Bell emphasizes the importance of the French Revolution in understanding Napoleon's career. The revolution
made possible the unprecedented concentration of political authority that Napoleon accrued, and his success
in mobilizing human and material resources. Without the political changes brought about by the revolution,
Napoleon could not have fought his wars. Without the wars, he could not have seized and held onto power.
Though his virtual dictatorship betrayed the ideals of liberty and equality, his life and career were
revolutionary.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Napoleon: A Concise Biography book as
starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rebecca Kurtz:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Napoleon: A Concise Biography will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Josephine McIntire:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Napoleon: A
Concise Biography.

Sheila Seim:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Napoleon: A Concise Biography when you required it?
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