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Stately Bodies explores the curious prevalence of bodily metaphors in conceptions of noncorporeal
institutions: the state, the law, and politics itself. The book builds on work from Adriana Cavarero's well-
received study, In Spite of Plato: A Feminist Rewriting of Ancient Philosophy. In that work Cavarero--as
political theorist, philosopher, classicist, and close reader--examines literary and philosophical texts from
Greek antiquity to modern to reveal the paradox that characterizes notions of the "body politic" in Western
political philosophy.
She examines bodily metaphor in political discourse and in fictional depictions of politics, including
Sophocles' Antigone, Plato's Timaeus, Livy, John of Salisbury, Shakespeare's Hamlet, and Hobbes'
Leviathan. An appendix explores two texts by women that disrupt these notions: Maria Zambrano's Tomb of
Antigone and Ingeborg Bachmann's Undine Goes.
Cavarero exposes the problematic nature of the mind/body dualism that has been essential in Western
thought. Her insight that the expelled, depoliticized body is a female one becomes an instrument for
decoding many paradoxical tropes of the political body. For instance, Cavarero revisits Antigone as the
tragedy in which a body that is displaced, bleeding, and matrilinear allows the construction of a political
order where misogynous rationality rules. Throughout the book, Cavarero argues that women have been cast
by male thinkers into the realm of the corporeal as nonpolitical, and also suggests that this nonpolitical
position is also a source of knowledge and power, that politics is a masculine pursuit that should not be
admired or envied.
Adriana Cavarero is Professor of Philosophy, University of Verona, and frequently is Visiting Professor.
New York University. Her books Relating Narratives: Storytelling and Selfhood and In Spite of Plato: A
Feminist Rewriting of Ancient Philosophy were published by Routledge.
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From reader reviews:

Sean Mills:

The ability that you get from Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body,
In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) will be the more deep you searching the information that hide
in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise
but Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of
Cultural Materialism) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular
Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of
Cultural Materialism) instantly.

Mary Clement:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Stately Bodies: Literature,
Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick
Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of
Cultural Materialism) become your own starter.

Deidra Hird:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the
Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Trent Gibson:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy,
and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and studying



especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve
Stately Bodies: Literature, Philosophy, and the Question of Gender (The Body, In Theory: Histories of
Cultural Materialism) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of these time.
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