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In 1978 the Reverend Billy Graham himself consecrated Las Vegas's place in the American cultural
mainstream by taking his "crusade for Christ" there. He found the resort "a nice place to visit," and pointed
out that, while he did not gamble himself, the Bible said nothing definitive against the practice.

This book is a social history of American gambling in a series of frontier settings ranging from seventeenth-
century Jamestown to twentieth-century Nevada. The book points out the affinity between gambling and
frontiers, showing how both thrived on high expectations, risk-taking, opportunism and movement, and both
helped to shape a distinctive culture.

The first half of the book paints a vivid picture of gambling in the colonial and early national frontiers, on the
Missiissippi River, and in the California Gold Rush. Findlay describes how in the ninteenth century
progessional gamblers, operating in towns and riverboats along the Mississippi, popularized casino games,
and then tells how these gaming practices were transported to the mining frontiers of the Far West. The
second half of the book traces Las Vegas' rise as America's ultimate resort. The culmination of almost four
centuries of westward migration and chance-taking by Americans, Las Vegas represents a link between
America's frontier past and the contemporary values of the Sunbelt culture.

About the Author:

John J. Findlay is Assistant Professor of United States History at the Pennsylvania State University.
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From reader reviews:

Owen Ray:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons
or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
People of Chance: Gambling in American Society from Jamestown to Las Vegas.

Pamela Bradley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled People of Chance: Gambling in
American Society from Jamestown to Las Vegas can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.

Gussie Steller:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book People of Chance: Gambling in American Society from Jamestown to Las
Vegas was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Roberta Granger:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the People of Chance: Gambling in American Society from Jamestown to Las Vegas when you
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